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Greetings from Sweden 
During these challenging times it 

is tough to be so far away from my 
family in Yorkshire. I am born and 
bred in North Yorkshire (Easingwold, 
Stillington, Yearsley) but since 1992 I 
have been living in Sweden in a small 
village 100 km (60 miles) east of 
Gothenburg. It is very frustrating not 
knowing when we will next be able 
to meet and that we will not be able 
to celebrate my mum’s 80th birthday 
in May. 

Many of my relatives have seen 
reports of how Sweden is dealing 
with the Covid-19 crisis on the news 
as, unlike many countries in the 
world, here there is no compulsory 
lock down. However, I cannot say 
that life is carrying on as normal. 
Life has changed drastically, and the 
economy is severely affected. The 
main difference in Sweden is that 
the government expects us to take...
continued on page 10.

STAY 
SAFE 

Keep Your 
Distance

NORTH YORKSHIRE

CUNDALL MANOR

enquiries@yorkshirevwcamperhire.co.uk 
www.yorkshirevwcamperhire.co.uk  

07789 637945

Holidays with

Welcome to Yorkshire VW Camper hire

Yorkshire Yorkshire VWVW
Camper HireCamper Hire

enquiries@yorkshirevwen uiries@ orkshirev

HAPPY DAYS with Lola!!

Travelling in a vintage Volkswagen Travelling in a vintage Volkswagen 
Campervan is the ideal way to explore Campervan is the ideal way to explore 
all that Yorkshire has to offer; stunning all that Yorkshire has to offer; stunning 
countryside, historic and beautiful countryside, historic and beautiful 
cities, market towns, quaint villages and cities, market towns, quaint villages and 
breathtaking coastline.breathtaking coastline.

Whether you plan to have an action Whether you plan to have an action 
packed break or a relaxing chill out, we are packed break or a relaxing chill out, we are 
sure that you will enjoy the  exibility and sure that you will enjoy the  exibility and 
freedom that a campervan has to offer. freedom that a campervan has to offer. 
Who needs a timetable when you have Who needs a timetable when you have 
some of the most stunning sites in the some of the most stunning sites in the 
British Isles at your  ngertips.British Isles at your  ngertips.

Create your own holiday- relax on a beach, Create your own holiday- relax on a beach, 
walk the Cleveland Way, cycle in Dalby walk the Cleveland Way, cycle in Dalby 
Forest, learn to surf, or just take in the Forest, learn to surf, or just take in the 
stunning coastline that Yorkshire has to stunning coastline that Yorkshire has to 
offer.  Alternatively, why not take Lola to offer.  Alternatively, why not take Lola to 
a festival and have somewhere cool to a festival and have somewhere cool to 
stay, hire her for your Wedding Day or stay, hire her for your Wedding Day or 
Honeymoon, or take your loved one out Honeymoon, or take your loved one out 
for an evening to celebrate that special for an evening to celebrate that special 
occasion; the choice is yours.occasion; the choice is yours.

We are located just off the A64, 4 miles out We are located just off the A64, 4 miles out 
of Scarborough which is an ideal location to of Scarborough which is an ideal location to 
start your adventures.start your adventures.

We specialise in classic VW camper hire in 
the North Yorkshire Moors, Yorkshire Wolds 
and East Coast area. 

Yorkshirevwcamperhire            @retrocamper

PTO to read 

about weddings 

with Lola

= Includes an additional ‘Relaxed 
Performance’ on 5th August at 2.00 pm.  
Specially adapted for people with Autism 

Spectrum Disorders.  See overleaf.

Music and lyrics by STEPHEN SCHWARTZ.  
Book by JOHN CAIRD

This amateur production is presented by 
arrangement with JOSEF WEINBERGER LTD. on 

behalf of MUSIC THEATRE INTERNATIONAL of NEW YORK.

4th, 5th= & 6th August 2016
7.30 pm (Sat. Matinee 2.00 pm)

Tickets: From £12

YESOS Youth Musical Theatre presents
a musical from the creator of Wicked and Godspell

01737 276500
www.harlequintheatre.co.uk

Supporting: 

One of THE
TOUGHEST 

adventure 
rides in 

the UK

22nd-24th June 2018
www.yorkshiretruegrit.co.uk

C
ycling Plus

STAND C7.1
BIGGER  •  BETTER  •  STRONGER

DEALS
at BETA International 2018

GET IT AT

RED
GORILLA

DEALS VALID UNTIL END JAN 2018

BathroomsAllerton Park, the perfect accommodation for 
wedding party guests of Allerton Castle weddings

Due to the Coronavirus we are offering 
limited print essentials such as flyers, 
letterheads, posters, business cards, 

invoice ncr pads, etc. please email your 
requirements to: info@ghsmith.com

What is the name of the new housing development 
Bellway Homes is currently building in Thirsk? 

A) Racecourse Gardens         B) Furlong Park   
C) Dettori’s Grange 

Competition

Answer: ..........................................................................................

Your Name: ....................................................................................

DAYTIME telephone number: ........................................................

Address: .........................................................................................

........................................................................................................

........................................................................................................

Open to all ages. Closing date is Monday 11th May at 5pm.  Usual 
T&C apply. A picture of the winner will be published in  The Easingwold 
Advertiser and Thirsk Weekly News. Failure to comply will result in a  
re-draw.  There is no cash alternative offered. Easingwold Advertiser 
and Thirsk Weekly News, Market Place,  Easingwold, York YO61 3AB  
or enter by email:  claire@ghsmith.com

WIN FREE GOLF WITH BELLWAY HOMES AND 
THIRSK & NORTHALLERTON GOLF CLUB

The Yorkshire division of Bellway Homes has teamed up with Thirsk & 
Northallerton Golf Club to give away a year’s associate membership at 
the club (worth £290), plus £100 to spend at the club’s Professional Shop.
To be in with a chance of winning, answer the question below!

When complete, Bellway’s Furlong 
Park will comprise 112 two, three 
and four bedroom homes, including 
bungalows – a mix the company 
says means the development has 
something for everyone; from 
first time buyers to downsizers; 
growing families to those living 
alone. 

For more information visit www.bellway.co.uk or call 01845 408691.

www.thirskweeklynews.com

www.moverleyskiphire.co.uk
info@moverleyskiphire.co.uk

All Sizes of Skips
Fast, Reliable Service
Recycling Your Waste
Licensed Tipping Facilities
Wait and Load Service
Reclaimed Building Materials
Crushed Rubble
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Planning Applications
20/00705/FUL Proposed single 

storey rear extension to dwelling 
house. 3 Showfield Drive, Easingwold, 
YO61 3GD.

20/00731/FUL Application for new 
openings to property (windows and 
doors) construction of a porch & 
internal and landscaping works. Old 
Vicarage Market Place, Easingwold.

Young people launch 
befriending service

A telephone befriending service has 
been launched for vulnerable young 
people who are struggling to live with 
the social distancing requirements 
during the coronavirus pandemic.

It will ensure young people have 
access to practical and emotional 
support throughout the lockdown 
period, and have somebody to confide 
in of a similar age.

North Yorkshire County Council’s 
Restorative Academy recruits practice 
relief workers aged between 16 and 
25, many of whom have experienced 
care. This befriending service is taking 
enquiries from leaving care services, 
looked after children services, 
fostering services and the early help 
service.

Amy Harlow and Lydia Bailey 
are among those helping with the 
telephone service.

“I feel so sorry for people who don’t 
have support during this difficult time,” 
said Amy. “That is why we wanted 
to set up a service which provides 
vital support and ensures that young 
people can actually take something 
positive out of the experience.”

Lydia added: “The service has been 
really helpful and the people on the 
other end of the phone have made 
others feel reassured about the whole 
situation.

“I’ve had text messages, phone calls 
and videos from people just checking 
up, talking about everyday things. You 
might not be able to see them but 
they are only at the end of the phone 
keeping us all smiling.”

The County Council is looking to 
extend this service for up to 30 young 
people aged between 12 and 20 at 
any given time.

“I am grateful to our restorative 
practice relief workers who are 
dedicating their time to help those 
feeling isolated in this very difficult 
lockdown period,” said County 
Councillor Janet Sanderson, Executive 
Member for the Children and Young 
People’s Service.

“Some of our young people are 
struggling with social distancing 
so speaking to people of the same 
age and background proves very 
comforting when you’re not able to go 
out and socialise. We want our young 
people to keep to the rules on social 
distancing and stay at home because 
it helps to stop the virus spreading, 
but we know how difficult this can be 
for young people and so this service is 
there to help.”

Most North Yorkshire 
families get first 
primary school 

preference
This year, over 95 per cent of North 

Yorkshire parents or carers of primary 
age children secured their first school 
preference. Just over 98 per cent of 
families in the county secured one of 
their top three preferences. 

The figure remains consistently high 
in comparison with many other places 
in the country.

“This is very good news for North 
Yorkshire families, and a great 
achievement given current challenging 
circumstances,” said Cllr Patrick 
Mulligan, North Yorkshire County 
Council’s Executive Member for 
Education and Skills. “We are pleased 
that so many families continue to gain 
the first preference from their choice 
of schools and that the percentage 
remains consistently high.

“However, as a local authority we 
work hard with all North Yorkshire 
schools to ensure they deliver high 
standards of education so that families 
who are not given first preferences 
can still send their children to good 
schools. We wish all children starting 
primary school in the next academic 
year all the best and that they really 
enjoy the top quality teaching and 
learning our schools provide.”

Monk park farm visitor  
attraction save our animals

Help us save our animals we are 
a family owned tourist attraction 
providing hands on interaction with a 
variety of friendly animals.

Our current situation is we are 
closed due to Covid-19 resulting in 
no income. 

We have 310 animals plus lots of 
guinea pigs, rabbits, hens and ducks 
still to feed,

Our full time member of staff paul 
needs to be paid in full as we need 
him to help feed and care for all of 
our animals.

Our reserve pot is at its lowest, we 
are asking for any donations  however 
small so we can re-open after this 
pandemic.

We have had no government help as 
we don’t fit their criteria.

Your donations will help feed the 
animals and provide veterinary care.

We take pride in our visitor attraction 
and we want you to enjoy it for years 
to come.

h t t ps : / /www.go fundme .com/
f/5xcynr-help-us-save-our-animals/
donate

Sky lantern campaign halted after CLA lobbying
The company selling sky lanterns to 

raise funds for the NHS has stopped 
its campaign after concerns were 
raised over the damage they would 
inflict on the countryside.

Night Sky Lanterns were selling 
Union Jack lanterns for £6 and 
encouraging people to release them 
every Sunday night during COVID-19.

The CLA was among those who 
quickly reacted to this misguided 
sentiment, contacting all rural MPs 
and asking them to raise awareness 
to the dangers of sky lanterns.

Subsequently, the company has 
stopped this initiative and refunded 
all orders.

CLA Director North, Dorothy 
Fairburn, said:

“Releasing a naked flame, with 
absolutely no control over where it 
will land, is a serious threat to rural 
businesses, livestock, wildlife and 
the environment. There is simply no 
responsible way of using them.”

“Therefore it’s good that the 
company has seen sense and decided 
to end the campaign, especially as 
there are much better ways to show 
support and appreciation for the 
invaluable work of the NHS.”

“While this move is positive, we’ve 
been campaigning for a number of 
years for these to be banned on safety 
and environmental grounds and this 
now needs to be actioned more than 
ever.”

Deer Shed postponed
Organizers are sad to announce the 

postponement of Deer Shed Festival 
(Topcliffe), due to ongoing uncertainty 
surrounding the coronavirus outbreak 
in the UK. The new date will be the 
end of July.

Large businesses must 
pay smaller suppliers 

on time, says MP
Thirsk and Malton MP, Kevin 

Hollinrake, has written to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rishi 
Sunak, calling for tougher measures 
to ensure that large firms pay their 
suppliers on time. The letter, signed 
by 37 cross-party MPs and Members 
of the House of Lords, urges Mr 
Sunak to give the Small Business 
Commissioner the power to fine 
companies that consistently fail to 
pay suppliers on time and to make 
the Prompt Payment Code compulsory 
rather than voluntary for organizations 
with more than 250 employees.

Mr Hollinrake whose campaign on 
behalf of businesses has led to easier 
and more prompt access to bank 
loans said “These are very challenging 
times for small and medium size 
businesses (SMEs). Even before the 
outbreak the level of late payment 
was far too high and this pandemic 
has only worsened the problem. 
There is already great uncertainty for 
businesses with significantly reduced 
economic activity and without these 
payments some SMEs may have 
to lay off staff or, worse, go into 
administration. This is simply not right 
when some of the larger businesses 
are hoarding cash which they could 
pass on.”

In their letter to the Chancellor 
the MPs say that, whilst they fully 
supported the unprecedented 
package of measures for businesses 
and employees, more could be done 
for SMEs. By ensuring that they are 
paid on time it would reduce the 
risk of bankruptcy or the need to 
take on government loans. They cite 
the construction giant Carillion, whose 
payment practice extended to 120 
days, and which collapsed in 2018 
owing over £2bn to 30,000 suppliers 
leaving many of them in dire straits. 
They argue that without action this 
could be repeated on a much bigger 
scale.

i-CONNECT: How iPads are helping COVID patients and their families
Technology is providing vital 

communication in the most difficult of 
circumstances for patients suffering 
from COVID 19 on hospital wards. 
Visitors are not allowed on the ward 
so hospital staff were delighted when 
they were offered iPads to connect 
their patients with family for a virtual 
visit.

Staff were witnessing so many 
heart-breaking situations which could 
be made a little bit better if families 
could only communicate with their 
loved ones.

A chance message between a 
doctor on the ward and a colleague 
at Hull York Medical School saw 
staff from the medical school spring 
into action, donating and setting up 
the university’s iPads for use by the 
most vulnerable patients on COVID 
19 wards.

Dr Hester Baverstock, whose 
message set the ball rolling, said: 
“I couldn’t believe the speed with 
which our colleagues at the university 
reacted and their generosity in giving 
their own free time to set up the iPads 
to make this happen. In less than 24 
hours we were using iPads on the 
wards so that the sickest of patients 
could see and speak to their loved 
ones.”

The Trust now has around 36 iPads 
for use on wards and these are also 
helping patients in other areas who 
cannot have their family visiting.

Dr Baverstock, who is a graduate 
and clinical tutor for the medical 
school, continued: “It’s not a new idea 
but it’s been an amazing tool to help 
people in extremely upsetting and 
difficult circumstances.”

Cardiology consultant, Dr Nigel 
Durham, has backed the initiative 
and has drafted in volunteers  and 

support staff to help organise regular 
virtual visiting times for patients via 
the iPads. 

Dr Durham said: “We are very 
grateful to our colleagues at Hull 
York Medical School for providing this 
technology that is making such a 
difference to patients and families 
at these most difficult of times. Dr 
Baverstock’s idea is inspirational. 

“Our staff are working so hard in 
extraordinary circumstances during 
the coronavirus pandemic and it has 
been a great relief for them to be able 
to connect families whom are not 
able to be by the side of their loved 
ones. While the initiative is still in its 
infancy we are developing a strategy 
to make this available more widely for 

all patients within the hospital, who 
wish to partake, and we are already 
providing the service at Scarborough 
Hospital.”

York Teaching Hospital NHS 
Foundation Trust senior management 
have given the project their full 
backing and have authorized the 
redeployment of staff to support the 
virtual visits on the wards. 

Professor Una Macleod, Dean of 
Hull York Medical School said: “We 
understand how important it is for 
patients to remain connected to 
their loved ones during this time and 
are delighted to be able to work 
in partnership with York Teaching 
Hospital Foundation Trust to deliver 
this initiative.”

The Hull York Medical School 
student liaison teams based at 
York and Scarborough hospitals are 
helping co-ordinate the project and 
are expecting more iPads donated 
by Nestle and BT so the service can 
be made more widely available. The 
hospital Chaplains are also being 
provided iPads so staff can arrange 
virtual visits for patients.

A booking system is being made 
available so relatives can book a 
‘virtual visit’ with their loved ones.  
Families can email Rebekah.Boulton@
york.nhs.uk where they can book 
a visit or they can call the wards 
directly. Pictured: Members of the 
nursing team from a Covid 19 ward 
with the iPads.
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North Yorkshire welcomes extra Government cash to tackle Covid-19
North Yorkshire has warmly 

welcomed an additional £ 1.6 bn 
in Government funding announced 
for councils today to help with 
rapidly escalating costs to meet the 
challenges of the Covid-19 crisis.

The County Council, which has made 
clear to Government in recent days the 
pressing financial challenges created 
by the pandemic, will learn of its 
individual allocation next week.

“We greatly appreciate that Robert 
Jenrick, Secretary of State for Housing, 
Communities and Local Government 
has been listening to us,” said Cllr Carl 
Les, North Yorkshire County Council’s 
Leader. “He has taken on board that 
we urgently need additional funding 
for the crucial role we are playing 
in pulling communities together and 
building trust among people to fight 
the pandemic and for that we are 
thankful.”

The County Council was asked to 
submit an estimate of costs as a result 
of Covid-19. This return showed that 
the Council’s finances would be £65m 
worse than had been anticipated 
before the pandemic. Whilst £15m 

had been provided by government 
as additional grant, that still left a 
shortfall of £50m.

North Yorkshire has worked rapidly to 
transform services to meet the crisis, 
setting up emergency school hubs 
for the children of critical workers, 
supporting the NHS and care providers 
to cope with their increased costs, 
sourcing additional PPE, coordinating 
an army of volunteers and creating a 
new way of working for frontline social 
care teams. 

““We don’t yet know the size of 
this additional allocation for the 
County Council but this extra funding 
will undoubtedly help to bridge 
the gap,” said Cllr Carl Les, North 
Yorkshire County Council’s Leader. 
“Nevertheless we still face massive 
financial challenges and we estimated 
that the original allocation of £15m 
of grant for Covid-19 needed to be 
quadrupled to deal with the estimated 
costs.”

Even before this crisis North 
Yorkshire, as England’s largest 
county desperately needed clarity 
around long-term funding solutions, 

particularly for adult social care and 
special educational needs, in the face 
of unrelenting demand.

North Yorkshire’s financial planning 
has been dependent on nearly £62 
million of temporary funding after the 
Council lost around £136 million in 
direct grants from government since 
2011 when austerity began. 

Together with the overall savings 
North Yorkshire has had to deliver 
and the rise in demand the council’s 
spending power has been reduced by 
40 per cent. 

“The whole of North Yorkshire 
is pulling together to meet this 
unprecedented challenge and we 
are doing everything we can to keep 
people well and safe and to support 
the NHS,” said Cllr Les. “But we 
were already operating with reduced 
spending power so there is no doubt 
that we like many other councils, 
will need supportive and long-term 
partnership with Government for the 
crucial role we play and to see this 
crisis through.”

EDCCA - a local charity 
worth supporting

I have had my hair shaved off before 
in support of Dementia Forward, so, 
knowing we would be in lockdown 
for the foreseeable future I decided to 
have my hair shaved off again. Having 
a short hair cut it soon loses its style 
so it was quite an easy decision for me 
to make, and the weather was much 
warmer than the last time I had it done. 
I posted on Easingwold Forum FB 
asking for recommendations of a local 
charity and EDCCA was mentioned. I 
had a look at their website and saw 
that they were doing an amazing 
job directing brilliant volunteers to do 
shopping, collect prescriptions and 
signpost people to other organisations 
as required. To date they have helped 
nearly 400 people in Easingwold and 
the surrounding villages as well as 
producing a helpful three page guide 
to local businesses delivering food and 
other help during this crisis.

With this in mind and realizing just 
what an amazing charity we had on 
our doorstep I set up a Just Giving 
page and arranged for my other 
half David Barker to do the deed on 
Easter Sunday. Much appreciation to 
everyone who donated and shared 
to help to raise the profile of EDCCA 
(Easingwold District Community Care 
Association) total raised so far £300. 
It’s not too late to donate if you want 
to by going to https://www.justgiving.
com/edcca

Letter to the Editor
Dear Sirs,
Thank you for the online version of 

the Easingwold Advertiser. We have 
bought a house in Easingwold and are 
waiting for the lockdown to end to be 
able to move from Buckinghamshire. 
We are so enjoying reading about the 
area and looking forward to being 
there and buying the Advertiser 
weekly, so thank you for keeping us 
going while we wait.

Linda & Simon Crisp, 
Buckinghamshire

Dairy industry unites behind calls for urgent 
government action to save sector

Appeals for urgent government 
action to save the dairy industry have 
been backed by the entire supply 
chain, including UK farming unions, 
RABDF, Dairy UK and the Provision 
Trade Federation.

The group has written to the Defra 
Secretary of State George Eustice to 
reiterate its support for the proposals 
put forward by the NFU to protect dairy 
farm businesses from irreversible 
damage:

• A targeted grant scheme for 
affected farmers that is similar to the 
Retail and Hospitality Grant Scheme;

• A fully funded, government 
run voluntary national production 
reduction scheme; which effectively 
furloughs dairy cows.

• Engagement with the EU 
Commission to introduce market 
support measures, such as Private 
Storage Aid.

In the letter, they write: “The situation 
is continuing to escalate rapidly with 
serious financial consequences for 
many individual businesses. There 
are farmers unable to pay their feed 
companies and having to sell cows. 
There are dairy companies that, 

having lost all of their key markets, 
still have to deal with the milk and 
find a home for it in an oversupplied 
marketplace.

“These may have been isolated 
impacts to start with, but we know 
that already around a quarter of the 
dairy industry has been affected 
within just a matter of weeks.

“It is important to reiterate that only 
a matter of weeks ago, all of this milk 
had a good home, and hopefully in a 
few months’ time, those markets will 
return. The British dairy sector wants 
to be there to meet that demand, so 
it is crucial that the industry is not 
irreversibly damaged by this crisis.

“We need action now, as well as 
a more considered response for the 
medium and longer-term measures. 
We cannot over-emphasize the 
urgency of the current situation. 
Unprecedented times call for 
unprecedented measures, as 
government is already demonstrating 
elsewhere. We believe now is the time 
to do all we can to ensure the long-
term sustainability of the UK dairy 
sector.”

Outwood Radio Goes Live 
Outwood Family Has Created A Radio 

Station To Keep Students And Staff 
Together.

A leading multi-academy trust in 
the north of England has launched 
a radio station to keep staff and 
students (including Easingwold School) 
informed and together during these 
unprecedented times.

The station will feature numerous 
‘DJs’ hosting their own shows and 
podcasts across the week to inform, 
educate and entertain the listeners. 

With regular competitions and features 
like Guess The Sound, and staff desert 
island discs.

Stu Winder, the man behind the 
station, said: “I am thrilled to get 
Outwood Radio up and running. There 
has been such a buzz on social media 
from both staff and students since 
word got out that this was in the 
works and it has just made me more 
determined to make it a success.”

Mr Winder has former radio 
presenting experience, having 

presented the main weekend show 
on local radio station Tempo FM for 
two years, in addition to presenting 
weekday shows and also presented 
online radio to American audiences. 
His voice may also be recognized by 
many non-Outwood listeners, as he 
has done voiceover work for radio 
stations around the globe.

During this uncertain era we are in 
the middle of, Mr Winder is hopeful 
that the station can do more than 
just keeping people informed about 

Outwood-related business. There 
will be live discussions on mental 
wellbeing, with tips for students 
and staff on how to keep a positive 
outlook.

He added: “While obviously one of 
the main purposes of this is to keep 
both staff and students up to date with 
anything and everything Outwood, this 
is a radio station for anyone to listen to 
and we see this as a chance to bring 
a bit of enthusiasm and company 
to those who may be finding this 
particularly hard. 

“I will be doing the Breakfast show 
daily between 9am and 10am, and I 
want to help people start their day with 
a smile. We are all in this together and 
I want to make sure everyone feels 
supported through this.”

Using his connections in the industry, 
Mr Winder is hopeful of getting current 
and former professional radio DJs 
to host guest slots. These will be 
announced once confirmed. 

Students will also be able to listen 
in for help with work, as well as all 
things Google Classroom.

F U N E R A L  D I R E C T O R S

Chapel Street, Easingwold, York, YO61 3AF.        
T: 01347 666505

•  Private Chapels of Rest
•  
•   24 hour help and advice service,  

365 days a year
•    

and run - Independent

•  Payment plans available

 

Easingwold Chapel available for services
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Man arrested after drugs found in car near Thirsk
A man has been arrested on 

suspicion of seven different offences 
after North Yorkshire Police officers 
stopped a car near Topcliffe.

Officers became aware of a VW Golf 
in suspicious circumstances travelling 
through the county on the evening of 
Saturday 18 April 2020. They followed 
the vehicle, and it stopped at 5.55pm 
in Topcliffe, near Thirsk.

Due to a strong smell of cannabis in 
the car, a drugs wipe was conducted 
on the driver, which tested positive for 
cocaine and cannabis.

The vehicle was searched, and 
officers located suspected class A 
and B drugs, as well as a number of 
bank cards.

As a result, the driver, a 25-year-
old Harrogate man, was arrested 
on suspicion of drug driving, driving 
without insurance, driving without a 
licence, possession of a class A drug, 
possession of a class B drug, theft of 
a motor vehicle, and theft.

Later the same day, he was released 
under investigation, while enquiries 
continue.

65th Wedding 
Anniversary  

23rd April 1955
Five & Sixty years ago, & a Sapphire 

of Blue.
It was a sunny, bright St Georges 

Day, we chose to have our DO.
So we gathered at St Mary's Alne, to 

make our lifelong vow.
But we find we're isolated, in our 

hilly home right now.
And moving very little, Tholthorpe's 

been our home.
Our Anniversary's here, but we are 

all alone.

North Yorkshire 
training stables to 

receive Coronavirus 
Business Grants

Horse racing stables across Thirsk 
and Malton and many of other parts 
of the county are to receive nearly 
£500,000 worth of government 
grants and 12 months exemption 
from business rates. Local MP 
Kevin Hollinrake has been fighting 
to secure the funds and working 
closely both Hambleton and Ryedale 
District Councils. The confirmation 
from central government on Friday 
that local authorities can now pay 
the grant led to confirmation that 17 
stables with a rateable value below 
£51,000 will qualify for the Small 
Business Rate grant of £25,000 and 
a further 6 smaller stables will be 
awarded £10,000. They will all also 
be exempted from business rates 
for 12 months. Treasury ministers 
had originally said that the decision 
on eligibility would rest solely with 
the local authority leaving open the 
possibility that local taxpayers would 
have to pick up the tab if support was 
provided. After representations from 
Mr Hollinrake, both local authorities 
now have confirmation that they will 
be reimbursed by the government so 
have agreed to include them.

Mr Hollinrake said “I am delighted 
with this decision. Racing stables 
across North Yorkshire are a real 
asset to the local economy and to the 
community. They employ hundreds of 
people and provide pleasure, leisure 
activities and enjoyment for millions. 
It’s not only a great day out for family 
and friends but some of the yards 
have open days for the public and for 
racing syndicates so people can really 
get involved in the sport. As racing has 
temporarily been suspended there is 
a significant impact on earnings from 
both prize money and training fees so 
these grants will make a difference at 
an extremely challenging time.”

Councillor Keane Duncan, leader 
of Ryedale District Council, said: 
“Horse racing is a vital and nationally-
renowned part of Ryedale’s economy 
so it is good news that we now have 
the clarity we need from government 
to award grant payments to stables at 
this difficult time. Thank you to Kevin 
for his efforts on this issue, and for the 
officers at Ryedale District Council for 
their continued hard work in getting 
cash out to businesses so quickly. 
As of April 17, we have distributed 
grants worth £15.7m. We continue 
to do all we can to protect lives and 
livelihoods across the district.” Leader 
of Hambleton District Council, who 
was the first local council to confirm 
that they will make the payments also 
welcomed the news.

British Horse racing is the UK’s 
second largest sport-related industry 
worth £4.1 billion in annual revenue to 
the British economy directly employing 
20,000 people and supporting 
employment for tens of thousands 
in rural areas. In Yorkshire there are 
nine top class courses holding 170 
meetings a year including 13 at Thirsk 
racecourse.
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UP TO 8,000 NORTH YORKSHIRE SCOUT AND 
GIRLGUIDING MEMBERS EXPECTED AT VIRTUAL  

ST GEORGE’S DAY EVENT
 This weekend the Scouts 

Association and Girlguiding in North 
Yorkshire are taking part in their first 
ever virtual St George’s Day event. 
Replacing the renown traditional 
procession and service held every 
year at York Minster, this year’s online 
event will be held at 2pm on this 
Sunday and will include a unique 
opportunity for those gathered to 
renew their promise.

With a planned mix of live feeds and 
pre-recorded pieces, the 30 minute 
event will be streamed on YouTube to 
an anticipated 8,000 members of both 
organizations.

“In these unusual and unsettling 
times, it is great to be able to embrace 
technology and enable our members 
to still join us in this important annual 
event,” said John Ives, Scout Assistant 
County Commissioner. “During the 
Coronavirus pandemic we are striving 
to make alternative provisions for our 
members and while switching to an 
online St George’s Day’s won’t be the 
same as being in York Minster we 
hope it will still be memorable and 
one of the better memories from this 
time that our members look back on in 
years to come.”

North Yorkshire South County 
Commissioner, Lesley Strathie 

MBE, added: “We have seen a large 
number of leaders introduce online 
unit meetings in the absence of being 
able to meet face-to-face, but this is 
not possible for everyone as many 
of our volunteers are key workers 
while others are busy trying to juggle 
working at home full time with the 
addition of home schooling their 
children. This St George’s Day event 
will provide a wonderful opportunity 
to reunite our members and we are 
grateful to the Scout’s Digital Team for 
setting this up.”

To find out more about the 
virtual St George’s Day event, 
please visit: https://facebook.
com/events /s /s t -georges-day-
online/1536994489791726/?ti=icl

The original York Minster based 
event was due to include a procession 
from the Eye of York to the Minster 
and return, as well as performances 
from three local bands. Dignitaries 
such as Members of Parliament, the 
Lord Lieutenant, the York Civic Party, 
the High Sheriff of North Yorkshire 
would normally attend, along with 
religious and community leaders, 
representatives of the York Guilds and 
the Girlguiding and Scout County and 
Region Commissioners.

MAY BIN COLLECTIONS MOVE FOR MAY DAY
All bin collections across Hambleton 

will be affected by the changes in this 
year’s May Day bank holiday.

The bank holiday has been moved 
from Monday 4 May to Friday 8 May 
to coincide with Victory in Europe 
Day (VE Day) which marks the 75th 
anniversary of the formal end of World 
War II.

This bank holiday has only been 
moved once before in 1995 to mark 
the 50th anniversary of VE Day.

Collections during the week 
commencing Monday 4 May will 
move forward one day with Mondays 
collections taking place on Saturday 
2 May meaning there will be no 
collections on Friday 8 May. This 
means that unlike other bank holidays, 
the collections will be a day earlier 
rather than being pushed back a day.

Despite the COVID 19 situation 
crews are still working hard to try 
to maintain all kerbside collections 
of Recycling, Garden and General 
Household Waste but due to limited 
staff numbers the following services 
will not be undertaken until further 

notice;
• Special collections, road sweeping 

by the mechanical road sweeper 
and large and bulky waste removal 
services have all been suspended

• Limited or no collections of fly 
tipped material

• Crews are unable to return for bins 
once the lorry has passed the property

Garden waste collections will only be 
collected from subscribing properties. 
Each bin must display its own valid 
licence – bins that do not display 
the new green sticker will not be 
collected. The annual subscription 
charge is £40 per licence, which is 
valid from Monday 30 March 2020 to 
Friday 26 March 2021. There are no 
exemptions, concessions or discounts 
for joining at a later date. Licences are 
not transferrable or refundable and are 
only valid for the property for which 
they were purchased. Please allow ten 
working days for the licence to arrive.

For further information on COVID 19, 
bin collection dates and to purchase 
your garden waste licence check out 
the HDC website.
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New mental health hospital opens in York
Tees, Esk and Wear Valleys NHS 

Foundation Trust, has announced 
that Foss Park, the new, purpose-
built mental health hospital, located 
on Haxby Road in York, opened on 
Tuesday 21 April.

Foss Park is a 72-bed hospital which 
provides two adult, single-sex wards 
(Ebor ward – female adult beds / 
Minster ward – male adult beds) and 
two older people’s wards (Wold View 
for people with dementia and Moor 
Croft for people with mental health 
conditions such as psychosis, severe 
depression or anxiety).

All wards provide ground floor, single 
bedrooms with en-suite bathrooms. 
Each ward has access to outdoor 
garden areas and multiple therapy 
spaces, including the use of internal 
planted courtyards.

Foss Park also has a Section 136 
assessment suite - a place of safety 
for those who have been detained 
under Section 136 of the Mental Health 
Act, an electroconvulsive therapy 
(ECT) suite and dedicated space for 
research and development. York’s 
adult and older people’s crisis teams 
and the care home and dementia team 
will also relocate to Foss Park.

Service user and carer involvement 
has been embedded throughout the 
development of Foss Park. More than 
50 design workshops involving service 
users and carers, along with clinical 
staff, have been facilitated to help 
inform and influence the design of 

the build. Service users and carers 
were also part of the working group 
which proposed the hospital site and 
ward names.

In total the Trust has invested 
approximately £40.6m in Foss Park, 
which includes VAT, fees and the 
land purchase. The project was due 
to complete later this month but the 
hospital has opened a week ahead of 
schedule.

Colin Martin, Chief Executive at Tees, 
Esk and Wear Valleys NHS Foundation 
Trust, said: “We are delighted to 
announce that Foss Park, our new, 
purpose-built mental health hospital 
in York, will officially open ahead of 
schedule on Tuesday 21 April.

“This is an incredibly important 
milestone for communities in the Vale 
of York and across North Yorkshire, and 
forms part of a wider transformation of 
mental health services in this area. 

“We started this project in 2016 and 
our aim has always been to build an 
innovative, cutting-edge hospital that 
provides the highest quality of care for 
our local communities. Importantly we 
also wanted to ensure that there was 
service user and carer involvement 
throughout the lifespan of the project.

“To get to this position, particularly 
with all of the current challenges, 
is an incredible achievement. The 
teams involved in this – both within 
our Trust and partner organisations - 
have worked extremely hard to make 
sure that the project ran to schedule, 

especially in these last few weeks, so 
we are hugely thankful to everyone 
involved.

“We will be holding a number of 
events, when we are able to, to 
celebrate the opening of Foss Park 
with services users, carers, the local 
communities, partners and our staff.”

Services will move into Foss 
Park from the following Trust sites: 
Peppermill Court, York, Cherry Tree 
House, York, Meadowfields, York, 
Cedar and Rowan wards, Briary Wing 
at Harrogate District Hospital, Some 
services currently at Huntington 
House, York.

There will be a phased approach 
to services moving into Foss Park 
over the next few weeks, beginning 
with patients from Peppermill Court on 

Tuesday 21 April.
Dr Nigel Wells, Clinical Chair, NHS 

Vale of York Clinical Commissioning 
Group (CCG) said: “It’s fantastic news 
that the Foss Park facility is opening 
ahead of schedule and demonstrates 
the dedication from community 
partners and the NHS to ensure it 
could be done at this time.

“At the heart of this project were our 
service users, who will now benefit 
from the modern facilities, high quality 
care and pioneering services available 
at Foss Park to support them in 
managing their conditions.

“This is an important step in 
transforming mental health services 
for those who need them in our 
community.”

County Council 
urges residents to 

keep looking out for 
neighbours

Across North Yorkshire there are 
countless examples of communities 
coming together and people helping 
those isolated by the Covid-19 
pandemic.  As lockdown continues, 
it becomes increasingly important 
to keep looking out for any 
potentially vulnerable people in our 
neighbourhoods.

Gary Fielding, the County Council’s 
Director of Strategic Resources 
said: “Firstly I am grateful to every 
single North Yorkshire resident who 
has checked on a neighbour and the 
volunteers helping people during this 
crisis. The kindness we’ve seen has 
been truly humbling.

“If you helped someone in the first 
couple of weeks with shopping or 
collecting a prescription and you 
haven’t been in contact since, I would 
urge you to please keep checking 
they are ok. Anyone over 70 or with 
underlying health conditions should 
not be leaving their homes.  Just 
putting a note through their door could 
be a lifeline, even if it’s just to offer 
them a friendly chat over the phone.”

In a coordinated joint effort with 
district councils, North Yorkshire 
County Council is working with 23 
community organizations the length 
and breadth of the county to match 
people without family, friends 
or neighbours to support from the 
voluntary sector.

Moira Wellbourne is 82 and lives 
alone. She is being supported by 
Community Works in Thirsk.

Moira said: “It’s not wise for me 
to be out and about but I’m one of 
those people who thought I’ll manage. 
I’m so independent. Then of course 
I discovered that once you’ve eaten 
whatever was in the fridge you can’t 
manage. My daughter lives in York 
and gave me the number to ring as 
she’s also being shielded because of 
an immune system condition so can’t 
get out either.

“My friends are all as old if not older 
than me, so they’re stuck in as well. 
I’ve recommended it to other friends 
who live near me, but a lot of them 
have relatives in the area. One has 
her niece comes and leaves shopping 
for her.

“I’ve had two shops done so far and 
they’ve picked up my prescription. 
I live in a flat on the first floor, so 
they bring it up the stairs and leave 
it outside the door then step back. I 
open the door and take it in. I think 
it’s absolutely brilliant. We have a 
little chat and a joke on the phone. It’s 
working brilliantly.

“Aside from the shopping a few 
times I’ve had something to post but 
can’t get out to the post box. So I 
write a note asking if anyone who 
is going out can take it, paper clip it 
to the letter and stick it to my front 
door. So far it’s always been done for 
me. There are two young girls who’ve 
helped. The chap living in the flat 
upstairs has phoned me a few times 
too. There are so many people just 
helping one another.”

People in need of help who don’t 
have the support of family, friends 
or neighbours or anyone concerned 
about the welfare of someone else 
should call North Yorkshire County 
Council’s customer service centre on 
01609 780780. The centre is open 
seven days a week 8am-5:30pm. For 
more information go to the NYCC 
website.

As well as looking out for neighbours 
and family, county residents are 
reminded of the importance of staying 
at home except for essential journeys 
and maintaining a safe distance of 
at least two metres if out, as well as 
washing hands regularly to help to 
keep the disease at bay.

Hay a Park; what a story!
Forest of Galtres Society members 

waited patiently for the AGM to be 
concluded before Dr Kirk welcomed 
Jennifer Deadman to tell us such 
a fascinating story; the story of 
Hay a Park. Jennifer is an Historic 
Buildings Consultant and she had 
been asked to research the history of 
one of the farms on the land east of 
Knaresborough. Not the history of the 
person concerned, a usual request, 
but of the farm where he lived, and the 
area in which it is situated.

We will all have passed through 
Hay a Park, but not realized that we 
were doing so.  On the A59, going 
west after passing Flaxby Station just 
before the Knaresborough turnoff, we 
have passed through the southern 
edge of the park. Jennifer showed 
us photographs of a varied scenery 
indicating the different geological 
landscapes of the area. It showed how 
boundaries and trees responded to 
the underlying topography. The park 
is an area roughly triangular in shape. 
The western edge is right against 
the housing of Knaresborough. The 
eastern boundary still shows as a 
distinct delineation. The various farms 

are interconnected by various Rights 
of Way, but hardly any roads, apart 
from the A59, cross the park. That 
integrity has survived. 

Park de la Haye existed from the 
12th to the 17th century. It was a 
Royal Hunting Forest and deer were 
bred for the chase. The number of 
deer in the open forest was declining. 
Henry II gave his brother, the earl of 
Cornwall, deer from Pontefract and the 
Forest of Galtres to increase numbers.  

The King had a stud which 
included breeding mares and foals. 
Hay production was important. 
Management of the herbage was vital 
for stock. There was agistment of 
cattle for payment.

Park timber was managed and 
‘plaunches’ of wood were brought 
from Hay a Park for a schedule of 
repairs at Knaresborough Castle.  
Sale of crops from Hay a Park part 
funded repairs to the soke mill in 
Knaresborough and paid for 26 oaks 
to be cut down. 

Some enclosures made to provide 
meadows and sheltered pastures; 
New Park and North Close in Hay a 
Park. Buildings, included hay houses 

(14th c accounts 3d per day for roofing 
a hay house in Hay a Park) were 
constructed, also stables.

The 17th century was a time of 
turbulence. Court cases ensued. In 
the 18th century Lady Hewley’s Trust 
began a long connection with Hay a 
Park which lasted to the close of the 
First World War.

Lands at Hay a Park, Whixley, West 
Ayton, and Eston, were all part of 
the work of that Trust. Under it Lady 
Hewley’s Trustees cared for the 
tenants and the land. Some years 
the weather was so awful that the 
tenants could not get on the land to 
work it ready for planting crops.  They 
pleaded for rent relief as they were 
unable to make any payment.

The 20th century brought a different 
regime, and sales off.

After Jennifer’s talk ended there 
were so many intriguing questions, 
and finally Dr Kirk brought the 
evening’s lecture after the AGM to a 
close. We had thoroughly enjoyed a 
subject almost hidden from view, but 
actually very relevant to the Forest of 
Galtres which flourished at a similar 
time.  

What we did not know was that this 
would turn out to be the final winter 
lecture as Government restrictions 
on holding meetings required that 
we postpone the April lecture. The 
summer visits may also fall by the 
wayside, but then, keeping safe and 
healthy matters so much more for 
us all.

What we did not know was that this would turn out to be the final winter lecture as Government 
restrictions on holding meetings required that we postpone the April lecture. The summer visits 
may also fall by the wayside, but then, keeping safe and healthy matters so much more for us all. 
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Phishing emails
North Yorkshire Police have 

received a lot of emails from 
concerned North Yorkshire residents 
who have received suspicious 
emails concerning the Corona virus. 
This is being replicated across the 
country. As a result, the Government 
Communication headquarters (GCHQ) 
is asking members of the public to 
report suspicious emails they have 
received that seek to exploit fear of 
Covid-19 to enrich cybercriminals. 
The National Cyber Security Centre 
(NCSC), has launched the suspicious 
email reporting service with a simple 
request of the public: forward any 
dubious emails to report@phishing.
gov.uk, and the NCSC’s automated 
scanning system will check for scam 
emails and remove the criminal sites.

Mad World
The song Mad World originally made 

famous in 1983 by Tears for Fears 
(yes, I am showing my age) but the 
song is very relevant for 2020. 

“All around me are familiar faces, 
worn out places worn out faces”

In these times of social isolation 
and use of online meetings and social 
media we are seeing familiar faces 
but there is something missing. Some 
faces are looking worn out through 
poor camera shots or lighting, or just 
by the stress of isolation. 

“Going nowhere, going nowhere”.. 
another familiar line, a walk to the 
park for daily exercise is about the 
limit of how far we can go. 

There are theories that the Chinese 
have released this on purpose to put 
the world into a depression and then 
they will have the antidote, use it 
for their people, this will boost their 
economy and we will be reliant on 
them.  There is criticism of the leaders 
of various countries, including our 
own for not taking it seriously and not 
acting fast enough. Other people point 
the finger at God and ask why does 
God allow this to happen? 

Conspiracy theories always surface 
after any disaster, sometimes we 
never find out the truth. As for the 
leaders, we all make excellent leaders 
with hindsight. That leaves us with the 
question of why does God allow this 
to happen? 

Some people have argued that God 
brought it on because of the behaviour 
of the human race. This is something 
that I don’t agree with. We have just 
had the celebration of Easter where 
Christ died and rose again for our sins. 
Christ was the ultimate sacrifice; God 
has no need to send a virus into the 
world. If this was brought on by God 
then all those believing in Christ would 
survive, that is not the case. 

God doesn’t allow it to happen. We 
may never know the exact cause 
but we do know that the actions 
of man have not stopped it from 
happening.  There are always the “if 
only?” statements. If only China has 
closed down its borders immediately.  
If only we had put everyone into 
isolation who came into the UK …… 
the list goes on with none of them 
doing any more than pointing fingers 
and being unhelpful. 

I know that there are many people 
out there who do not believe in God 
but my belief is that God is out there 
working through medical staff, carers 
family and friends. God there working 
through the person going to get that 
prescription or doing the shopping. 
God is out there working through 
being a friend on the end of a phone. 

What I am finding difficult is the 
funerals. They are always sad but if 
the family feel that I have given their 

loved ones a good send off then I 
have done my job. I am not able to 
do that at present. Church buildings 
are currently locked. The crematorium 
at one point banned everyone from 
attending, things have relaxed and 
may relax even further but for the poor 
families involved it has been heart 
breaking. Imagine being told that you 
can’t go to your husband’s funeral 
and you have been married 60 years. 
You’ve nursed them to the end and yet 
you can’t send them off on their final 
journey. Imagine how the families feel.  

We will be offering the opportunity 
for families to have memorial services 
at some point in the future. We will do 
out best to celebrate the lives of those 
who have died. I believe that Christ is 
there with these families now and will 
continue to be so as they grieve and 
also as they go through numbness 
followed by the anger of the situation 
that they are in. 

The last line of  “Mad World” is “ 
when people run in circles it’s a very, 
very mad word”.

Our isolation, for some this means 
a lack of human contact. For others 
it means not being able to get away 
from an abusive relationship. People 
running around in circles in the chaos 
of their thoughts. I believe that Christ 
is with us in these times. Christ is 
holding our hands, joining in our 
suffering and understanding how we 
are feeling. 

When our churches are eventually 
open, I am sure that there will be 
celebrations but there will also be 
times for us to have our own quiet 
words with God, blaming him for what 
has happened and also thanking him 
for letting us what those who we love 
for so long.

Rev Margaret Young
All of the clergy and church leaders 

in Easingwold would be happy to talk 
if anyone would like

St John the Evangelist RC Church: 
Fr James Callaghan 01347 821295, 
Easingwold Methodist Church: Rev 
Elizabeth Cushion 01347 821460, 
Easingwold and Raskelf Parish 
Church: Rev Margaret Young 01347 
821394, Easingwold Community 
Church: Janet Crane 07546 295286.

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK
Last year the Week raised over 

£7.5M nationally to support the 
Christian Aid Charity with its work in 
some of the poorest countries and 
communities around the world. At the 
present time the Charity is working 
with communities in 37 Countries  
including Afghanistan, Bangladesh, 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
Ethiopia, Iraq, Lebanon, Sierra Leone 
and Syria.

A major part of the sum raised 
derives from House to House 
Collections as it has since 1957 when 
the first such collection took place. The 
Thirsk and District Group organizes 
the collections in Thirsk, Sowerby and 
the surrounding villages and thanks 
to the many volunteers who distribute 
envelopes and the generosity of local 
people this collection has consistently 
raised an annual sum in excess of 
£5,000 towards the national total.

As has been and will be the case for 
all Charities, the Coronavirus Pandemic 
will significantly impact on the fund 
raising capabilities of Christian Aid 
and for the first time since 1957 there 
will be no House to House Collection 
taking place in 2020. This will have a 
huge impact on the financial position 
of Christian Aid and the work they 
do with communities around the 
world living in poverty. The spread of 
coronavirus into these communities 
is likely to hit them even harder than 
in the developed world because of 
the extreme poverty and associated 

reduced health resilience and a lack 
of healthcare infrastructures needed 
to combat widespread diseases.

If those people who have loyally 
supported the Christian Aid Charity 
over the years wish to continue 
providing support they will be able to 
do so by making online or telephone 
donations and I am sure that a 
few sentences/paragraphs in your 
publication will help get this message 
to these supporters so I would be very 
grateful if you could give consideration 
to including a small article with the 
key points being:-

• The Christian Aid Charity will be 
holding their annual fundraising week 
between May 11th and 16th. This 
would normally mean that donation 
envelopes would be dropping 
through letterboxes but because of 
the Coronavirus Pandemic for the 
first time since 1957 this will not be 
happening,

• Nationally the Week typically 
raises over £7.5M which the Charity 
uses to support its work with some 
of the poorest communities in the 
world. The Charity’s loyal supporters 
in Thirsk and the surrounding villages 
have consistently raised over £5K per 
annum,

• The loss of the House to House 
collections will have a huge effect 
on the finances of Christian Aid and 
could significantly affect their ability 
to continue their work with some 
of the poorest communities in the 

world at a time when this work is 
needed more than ever. The spread 
of coronavirus into these communities 
is likely to hit the even harder than 
it has here in the UK because of 
the extreme poverty, the associated 
reduced health resilience and a lack 
of healthcare infrastructures needed 
to combat widespread diseases.

• Friends and supporters of Christian 
Aid can still support the Charity’s work 
by making donations, however big or 
small, online ( www.christianaid.org.
uk ) or by telephone (020 7523 2269).

Working Together
“Two Ridings Community 

Foundation and the Friends of St 
Monicas Hospital are working together 
to help non profit organization helping 
their communities during the Covid-
19Pandemic.  

If you are a local charitable 
organization in Easingwold and the 
surrounding villages and needs funds 
to carry on supporting communities 

and keeping people fed, well, safe 
and connected during the current 
lockdown or need to keep essential 
services or support going then we 
might well be able to help you. The 
Two Ridings CF is the delivery charity 
for the National Emergencies Trust 
across North & East Yorkshire. Details 
of how to apply are set out at www.
tworidingscf.org.uk/coronavirus/

WE’RE DOING ALL WE CAN TO KEEP YORKSHIRE AND THE HUMBER CONNECTED
It seems scarcely believable that just 

a month ago, towns and cities across 
Yorkshire and the Humber were 
packed with shoppers and workers 
going about their daily business.

Life was as close to what used to 
pass for normal.  But since then, 
everything has changed.

Our homes have become much 
more than just places to live. They’re 
doubling up as offices and school 
classrooms. We’re still able to 
socialize, but online please rather than 
in person.

This huge lifestyle change places 
great pressure on the broadband 
network and here at Openreach - 
the UK’s biggest provider used by 
customers of BT, Sky, TalkTalk, 
Plusnet and Vodafone – we’re keeping 
people connected.

A question we’ve been asked lots 
recently is can the network cope? 
Are you able to handle all these 
extra people working from home and 
spending more time online? The short 
answer is yes, we’re not experiencing 
any issues and we don’t anticipate 
any. 

Internet traffic across Yorkshire and 
the Humber is up by about 25%, 
compared to before stay at home 
restrictions were put in place. 41 
Petabytes of data (a Petabyte is equal 
to 1,000 terabytes or 1,000,000 
gigabytes) were consumed last week 
across the region, compared to around 
32 Petabytes in a typical week pre-
lockdown. 

Most of that increase is during 
the daytime, not surprising given 
the number of people now at home. 
We’ve even seen a small increase that 
coincides with the 9am start of Joe 
Wicks online workout class.

During the evening, network traffic 
remains pretty much unchanged. And 
still well below the more extreme 
peaks we experienced just before 
Christmas when Amazon live streamed 
multiple Premier League matches at 
the same time.

Last week in Yorkshire and the 
Humber, the busiest time for people 
accessing online content was between 
8pm and 9pm on Saturday evening, 
with Saturday also being the busiest 
day overall. 

More than 2,400 of our people live 
and work in this part of the country 
and with our front line engineers 
identified as designated key workers 

by the Government, you may still see 
our vans out and about.

Recently, we’ve seen an increase 
in incidents where our engineers are 
being subjected to mindless verbal 
abuse or intimidation linked to a bogus 
5G theory. 

It’s not only deeply concerning but 
totally misjudged. They’re playing a 
vital role in connecting crucial public 
services, vulnerable customers and 
millions of friends, families and 
businesses.

They are closely following 
government guidance in terms of 
social distancing and focussed 
on the repair and maintenance of 
connections that support critical 

national infrastructure. 
This work includes the NHS – where 

our engineers have been installing 
and upgrading phone and broadband 
services in support of the new 
Nightingale hospital in Harrogate.

They’re also prioritizing pharmacies, 
emergency services, retail and 
wholesale food distribution outlets, 
public services, vulnerable customers 
and those without any service.

We thank each and every one of them 
for their hard work and dedication in 
supporting the national effort during 
these unprecedented times. 

Robert Thorburn, Openreach 
Partnership Director

Cath Horne. A True Friend
The League of Friends of St Monica’s 

Hospital is very sorry to hear of the 
death of Cath Horne, a long standing 
supporter and friend of the hospital.

Cath joined the volunteer tea rota 
in the 1980’s. The rota ladies not 
only served refreshments to patients 
but also home baked pastries and 
even freshly prepared sandwiches!  
Cath was an avid cook and made 
a major contribution to catering for 
special event such as the St Monica’s 
Summer Garden Parties, Royal 
visits of the Duchesses of Kent and 
Gloucester, and visits by Government 
Health Ministers.

When Cath’s husband, Jim, died in 

1996 she concentrated her efforts on 
producing impressive weekly flower 
displays for the Hospital. Although 
she received an allowance from the 
Friends’ treasurer we believe she 
supplemented this with her own 
money. Any donations of flowers from 
funerals were split up and arranged for 
display around the hospital.  She kept 
up this work to the highest standards 
almost to the end, ably assisted by her 
daughter Jean.

Cath Horne was a truly devoted 
Friend of St Monica’s. Our thoughts 
and prayers are with her family at this 
sad and difficult time.
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Tucker Talks 743 (digital)
Rubbish

Gerry Allen is one of our local heroes 
who is carrying on his mission even 
during the lockdown; now it counts 
as his exercise. This retired senior 
police officer is on the hunt for litter. I 
spoke to him from a suitable distance 
as he made his way around Sowerby 
with his bag of finds. Crisp packets 
and coffee cups are one thing, but 
there is a worse problem, actually 
a health problem, about which he 
speaks vigorously, as do a number of 

other people on local facebook pages. 
There are some dog walkers who are 
leaving their bags of dog poo hanging 
from branches, notably on the path by 
Cod Beck. Why disfigure a beautiful 
spot? If you have a dog you take 
responsibility for the mess it makes, 
all of it, and you take it and bin it, not 
hang it up. 

Routines of hope
Lockdown continues, and that is no 

surprise. As time goes by, sometimes 
rather slowly and erratically, more 
events are cancelled. Sessay’s 
Scarecrow Festival in May is the 
latest victim. We have settled to a 
new lifestyle, but it can be difficult 
to be sure whether it is Tuesday 
or Saturday. It takes a little bit of 
effort to dress reasonably smartly. 
One thing that is missing is the routine 
that framed my life before all this 
happened. Every Christmas my son 
gives me a fine diary, leather-bound 
with space for the week’s meetings, 

events, reminders, and notes, even 
the odd few days crossed off for a little 
holiday. Normally the pages are pretty 
full, and the little book travels around 

with me all the time – that is until the 
middle of March. After that events 
begin to get crossed out, the pages 
get emptier, until now most dates are 
blank. The routines, the patterns are 
gone. But there is one routine that 
goes on regardless, and that is nature.

As I look out of the front windows 
of my home, I can see the morning 
sun shining through the tiny pale 
green leaves of the lime trees on 
Front Street. The trees, like so 
much of nature, are following the 
annual routine, regardless of human 
problems, coming out of hibernation 
and inactivity into the colour and 
beauty of summer. How reassuring 
that is. The cherry blossom at St 
Oswald’s is georgeous.

In the town centre the trees are 
looking good as they break into leaf. 
It would normally be bustling, with 
drivers vying for parking spaces. 
Instead it feels deserted, parking is no 
problem and it’s free as the parking 
ticket machines stand covered and out 
of use – another drop in income for the 

District Council.
Back in my garden shrubs and trees 

break into leaf and colour and begin to 
hide the nests both of the little birds 
and even those messy monstrosities 
built by the magpies, who come down 
onto the lawn, displaying their vibrant 
blue and black plumage. Also visiting 
the bird feeding station are a couple 
of fat pigeons, walking in step, like 
a couple of 19th Century railway 
company directors after a good lunch 
in the boardroom. They settle in to 
pick up the seeds that have fallen 
from the feeders, and when they are 
disturbed and take off they certainly 
make a great noise of it as they swoop 
off across the garden to a safer spot. 

The countryside around Thirsk is a 
scene of new growth, long faint lines 
of green in some of the fields, waving 
crops of yellow oilseed rape  and 
pasture for lambs as they discover the 
spring in their legs. 

I know we have an unprecedented 
crisis on our hands, but am I alone 
in thinking that the government’s 
publicity campaign is getting a bit 
heavy? Every commercial break on tv 
and radio, and every newspaper carries 
the message. Only someone who has 
been living in a cave has not heard it 
time and again. I have been reading 
a fascinating biography of Thomas 
Holloway, who made an immense 
fortune in the second half of the 19th 
Century with “Professor” Holloway’s 
pills and ointment, which were little 
more than placebos that the working 
class could afford instead of expensive 
trips to see a doctor. He made 
headway by a massive advertising 
campaign, such that no poster site, no 
newspaper or periodical was without 
its advert lauding Holloway’s product. 
His biographer makes the succinct 
point that if you tell people something 
often enough, they will believe it. 
That, of course, is propaganda. Our 
government just needs to be careful 
that their own performance maintains 
our confidence, otherwise no amount 
of shouting will work. 

For all the talk of “when we get 
back to normal”, I hope that as we 
recover from the current emergency 
we don’t go back to exactly where 
we were at the start of the year. 
The total disruption of life gives a 
rare opportunity to make some 
improvements, to change things that 
don’t make sense any more. 

Gardening and allotments
My friends Mark and Mary-Jane, 

both career professionals, are working 
from home these days, and that gives 
them a good chance to focus on their 
garden and allotment. Their garden is 
small and very well kept. Last year it 
was one of the Sowerby Open Gardens 
and attracted lots of compliments. 

Their allotment is quite small and 
odd shaped. This is their second year, 
although they didn’t take over the 

ground until well into the growing 
year in 2019.  They set up a shed and 
a greenhouse and started to lay out 
beds. “We grew the easy stuff,” said 
Mary-Jane. “Now we’re doing it in 
a bit more detail.” They are planting 
an asparagus bed (for the long term), 
potatoes, onions, garlic and broad 
beans, and then they hope to create 
a fruit area. She also takes the lead 
on  that thankless task, clearing 
the stinging nettles and other less 
aggressive weeds, which she finds 

quite therapeutic.  It is very hard work 
but very enjoyable in the sunshine, 
especially with a packed lunch and 
tea and coffee made on the camping 
stove. They sound very well organized. 

Emergency services
The Fire & Rescue Service are fully 

geared up to cope with our present 
emergency, including providing a 
dedicated fire engine for the new 
Harrogate Nightingale Hospital. They 
have cut down on their prevention 
work, but will still replace smoke 
alarms for vulnerable residents. To 
contact them call 01609 780150. 

There has been a sharp drop in 
incidents since lockdown: 464 call-

outs in the four week period compared 
with 634 in the corresponding period 
last year. The number of calls to 
road accidents has plummeted too, 
from 23 to just 4 in the same period. 
They are asking people not to burn 
accumulated rubbish in their gardens 
as this has caused some unnecessary 
callouts. 

Wheelie bins
We are heading towards the 70th 

anniversary of VE Day, Victory in 

Europe. The Spring Bank Holiday has 
been shifted from Monday 4 May to 
Friday 8 May. All bin collections across 
Hambleton are affected by this and, 
unusually, collections are moving a 
working day forward. So: if your bin is 
normally emptied on a Monday, it will 
be collected on Saturday 2 May. There 
will be no collection on Friday 8 May. 

And finally
With so little traffic on the roads, 

it is quite easy to drive into town at 
present, but no doubt congestion will 
return sooner or later as it has been 
in the past. In the meantime it really 
is a case of jams yesterday, and jams 
tomorrow, but no jams today. 

TUCKER

TALKS 
THIRSK

Gerry Allen and bag of litter

Town centre

cherry blossom at St Oswald’s

getting into leaf on Front Street

our beautiful countryside

spring lambs

The allotment
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North Yorkshire boost for early years  
providers includes £1.4m fund

North Yorkshire has acted to 
establish an urgent financial package 
for early years providers in recognition 
of their vital work in supplying places 
for the children of critical workers 
and for vulnerable children and their 
families. This includes up to £1.4m in 
an early years support fund

The County Council’s funding 
package is over and above the 
financial support provided by the 
Government and is on offer for those 
private, voluntary and independent 
sector providers who have remained 
open despite extreme challenges and 
the financial disincentives inherent in 
the system to do so.

Cllr Patrick Mulligan, North 
Yorkshire’s Executive Member for 
Education and Skills said: “We took 
the decision to draw from our own 
funds for this crucial support which 
will be focused on providing financial 
assistance to those early years’ 
providers that have remained open 
during this extremely challenging 
period and are committed to remain 
open in future months.

“We believe very strongly that early 
years’ providers are an essential 
part of the current childcare support 
network across the county and we 
recognize that many have gone above 
and beyond their normal offer in 
order to support families with critical 
workers as well as vulnerable families 

and we are extremely grateful for 
this.”

The financial support package 
will include an up-front rather than 
monthly payments for the summer 
term for registered funded providers; 
payment for providers that remained 
open during the Easter holidays, and 
a support fund of up to £1.4 million 
for providers to continue being open 
and also to support the sector to 
recover on the removal of the current 
restrictions.

The fund is cash limited and funding 
allocations will need to be capped 
within the constraints of monies 
available.  The funding is provided 
to support the ongoing operation of 
a provider and will have regard to 
a provider’s operating context and 
will also consider their opening hours 
and numbers of children currently 
attending their provision. 

“We will not be able to resolve all 
of the financial concerns of early 
years providers. However, we are 
determined to help where we can” 
said Howard Emmett, assistant 
director for strategic resources. 

• The closing date for applications 
for the North Yorkshire County 
Council Covid-19 Early Years Provider 
Financial Support Fund is 9am April 
29th. Queries should be sent to eyft@
northyorks.gov.uk

CLA responds to consultation on AHDB’s future
Defra has published its long-

awaited response to a consultation 
on the future of the Agriculture and 
Horticulture Development Board 
(AHDB), which is the levy board for 
farmers and growers across the UK.

The response, published on Monday 
20 April, follows a three-month 
consultation in 2018.

CLA President Mark Bridgeman said:
“The CLA strongly believes that 

there is a need for an independent and 
trusted hub for farmers and growers 
to provide leadership on ideas, 

innovation and evidence to support a 
thriving industry.

“AHDB must be an organisation 
that inspires change and innovation 
and provides the tools for the whole 
industry to become world-leading in 
sustainable and profitable farming.

“The recommendation for reviewing 
the structure and governance is 
welcome, especially the greater say 
from the levy payers who must all get 
value for money. There should be no 
delay in starting the conversation of 
these changes.”

Rural MPs urged to support delay in transition
The Country Land and Business 

Association (CLA) has written to rural 
MPs calling on them to put pressure 
on the UK Government for a much-
needed delay in the transition away 
from Direct Payments.

Farmers and land managers need 
transition delayed by at least 12 
months, not just because it’s the 
biggest change in funding for the 
countryside in almost 50 years, but 
due to the unprecedented amount 
of disruption and damage caused by 
Covid-19.

This delay would also give the UK 
Government enough time to implement 
a Business Adaptation Programme, 
which the CLA says should provide 
funding for advice, training and 
grants for buildings, equipment and 
infrastructure to bolster sustainable 

and profitable farming objectives.
CLA President Mark Bridgeman said:
“It was already clear that the 

transition from direct payments 
needed to be delayed before COVID-
19 struck.  But now a delay is surely 
the sensible course of action.

“It is crucial the UK Government 
ensures a fair transition is 
implemented, with enough time 
and information to allow individual 
businesses to make the right choices. 
The reduction in BPS should be 
delayed by at least a year, until there 
is greater clarity on what farmers will 
be transitioning too.

“While the new Environment Land 
Management scheme (ELM) will offer 
opportunities, it’s still unclear how this 
system will work in practice and what 
it will mean for individual farmers.”

Essential roads maintenance to begin in May
The annual summer programme of 

surface dressing that prolongs the 
life of miles of road in North Yorkshire 
each year is scheduled to begin next 
month.

Each year, North Yorkshire County 
Council invests more than £10m in 
improving stretches of the county’s 
5,800 miles of roads. Surface dressing 
is a quick, efficient and cost-effective 
way of maintaining skid-resistant and 
waterproof road surfaces, helping to 
prevent deterioration and extending 
the life of the road by up to ten years 
and restoring a uniform appearance 
following utility works.

The surface dressing programme 
forms part of the essential roads 
maintenance the County Council 
continues to deliver during the 
Covid-19 outbreak to ensure that 
key workers who need to travel to 
provide crucial services or deliver vital 
food and other supplies can do so 

with confidence. The programme is 
scheduled to begin on 4 May and will 
run throughout the summer.

County Councillor Don Mackenzie, 
Executive Member for Access, said: 
“We take the safety of our employees 
and contractors very seriously, so 
will ensure that guidance on social 
distancing is observed during the 
surface dressing programme, 
as it is during the other essential 
maintenance work we are undertaking 
at the moment.

“We have reviewed and reworked 
this year’s surface dressing schedule 
so that we will focus initially on rural 
roads where the locations facilitate 
social distancing more easily.”

Ensuring social distancing means 
there will not be letter drops to 
properties in areas where surface 
dressing is to take place, but 
information boards will be erected at 
each site.

Considering a post-Coronavirus County - North Yorkshire’s  
Rural Commission Gets Back to Business

“The impact of Coronavirus is being 
felt across every aspect of life in 
North Yorkshire and is changing how 
we think about the county, but not 
what we need to do to make our 
communities grow and prosper in 
the future.” These were the words 
of Rural Commission Chair The Very 
Rev. John Dobson DL as he opened 
the first virtual session attended by 
all eight of the independent Rural 
Commissioners. Together they are 
tasked with coming up with a series 
of recommendations to help reverse 
decline and support prosperity across 
the county’s most rural areas.

The Commission had already heard 
broad-ranging evidence on the topics 
of Farming, Food and the Environment, 
the Economy and Jobs, and most 
recently Housing before its work was 
temporarily paused by the impact of 
COVID-19 – the disease caused by 
Coronavirus.

Commissioners have yet to hear 
the evidence sessions on Education, 
Schools and Training, Transport, 
Accessibility - Digital Broadband and 
Mobile and Energy Transition and 
Environment, but are now progressing 
their work – albeit in a virtual 
environment.  

Speaking during their first online 
meeting commissioner Sir William 
Worsley – who is also Chair of the 
Forestry Commission – said: “Across 
every aspect of our work there will 
be a post-COVID-19 dimension to be 
considered. This adds a complexity 
and some problems but the outbreak 
has also demonstrated clearly our 
resilience and values. Things will not 
be the same again but we have seen 
how it is to work remotely and still be 
effective, to travel less and to see the 
positive impact on the environment, 
to see businesses diversify their 
manufacturing to support PPE needs 
and shops go online to continue to 
serve their customers. We will need 
to focus on the enablers required to 
sustain some of these looking ahead.”

During the session the commissioners 
took some time to consider the current 

impacts of the national lockdown and 
to review the evidence they had been 
presented with relating to the topic of 
the Economy and Jobs.

Commissioner Heather Hancock 
was clear the national emergency is 
presenting significant opportunities to 
learn from an economic perspective: 
“North Yorkshire’s economy is based 
on SME’s many of which have little 
resilience financially. But we also have 
a huge offer to families looking for a 
new way of life outside of the big cities 
and employers nationally who can see 
that a remote workforce can still be 
just as effective and productive. Many 
will review their office rationale and 
look at the financial and environmental 
benefits of less commutes to work. We 
must look at what this could mean for 
our county and how we can grasp any 
opportunities while ensuring there is a 
balanced and diverse economy here.”   

Scientist and international 
businesswoman Dr Debbie Trebilco 
said: “The outbreak and imposed 
extended stay at home rules have 
actually also helped us to reconnect 
with some of the most valuable 
attributes North Yorkshire offers. 
High quality locally and sustainably 
produced food, the sense of space and 
joy of a natural and green environment 

and the positive impact on personal 
wellbeing that delivers. These are all 
assets under normal circumstances 
we would be looking to share with 
the world and which I feel sure will 
become even more popular in a post-
COVID-19 world.”        

Looking ahead the Rural 
Commissioners will continue to review 
the evidence already presented at 
previous sessions and will resume 
hearing new evidence on the 
remaining topics at the appropriate 
time. But they will also now look 
at how learning from the outbreak 
can be used to benefit the county’s 
communities and businesses in the 
future.

The pandemic will impact on 
the Commission’s timescales and 
recommendations will now not come 
forward until into next year.

Closing the session Dean John 
concluded: “We remain very clear on 
what we want to achieve and very 
much focused on finishing our work. 
There are without doubt things that we 
can learn from this that will support 
our recommendations and despite the 
current national crisis – we will get 
through this and by looking at the 
possibilities we can strengthen our 
resolve.”

Patrols increased as rising  
number of groups fined by police

Police in North Yorkshire are 
reminding members of the public that 
they should not be meeting up with 
friends or family who they do not live 
with after coming across increasing 
numbers of groups of people – 
including a group of nine men who 
had travelled from Bradford.   

Assistant Chief Constable Mike 
Walker, said: “The majority of people 
in North Yorkshire can be proud of 
what they have done to help slow the 
spread of the virus and save lives. But 
sadly our officers have come across a 
minority who, despite all the publicity 
and the clear messages about the 
danger posed by this virus, believe the 
rules don’t apply to them.

“Although there are indications 
that the spread of COVID-19 maybe 
slowing, the Government has made 
it clear that the fight against this 
virus is not. If you choose to ignore 
the advice and meet up with friends 
or family or travel unnecessarily, you 
are jeopardizing all the progress we 
have made and you are putting more 
lives at risk, including the lives of 
your parents, grandparents, brothers, 
sisters and children.

“We urge you to think twice before 
you go out, follow the Government’s 
restrictions and do not meet up with 
friends and family that you do not live 
with. Our task remains unchanged, 
and as we head into the weekend, 
there’ll be more officers out on high-

visibility patrols who will continue 
to engage, explain and encourage 
members of the public to follow 
the guidance. Please be aware that 
although we continue to take this 
approach, we are not afraid to use the 
legislative powers if we have to.”

Some of the people officers have 
come across in the past week 
include a group of nine men from 
West Yorkshire who were all fined 
after being found in Malham in the 
Yorkshire Dales late on Sunday night. 
Officers came across the group at 
around 11.45pm on Sunday 19 April. 
Aged between 22 and 41, the group 
had travelled from Bradford but could 
give no reason for being in the village.

Earlier that day a group of seven 
men from the York area aged between 
18 and 45 were fined after officers 

found them drinking alcohol in the 
beer garden of a closed pub following 
a cycle ride.

On the same day, three men from 
Merseyside were stopped on A1 who 
could give no reasonable reason for 
travelling, each were issued with a 
fine.

Three men from West Yorkshire 
aged between 30 and 48 were 
all fined when the car they were 
travelling in was stopped on the A64 
in North Yorkshire after travelling 
through Merseyside, Staffordshire and 
Derbyshire earlier that day.

On 20 April, a group of adults from 
York were spotted together in York 
City Centre on a number of occasions 
with no reasonable excuse to be out, 
each one was issued with a fine 
after previously been advised to return 
home.
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PEGASUS GROUP SECURES PLANNING FOR ADDITIONAL HOLIDAY HOMES
Planning permission has been 

granted for an additional 35 holiday 
homes at Goosewood Holiday Park 
near Sutton-on-the-Forest in North 
Yorkshire.

National consultants Pegasus Group 
secured the permission on behalf of 
Flower of May Holiday Parks Ltd, 
providing planning, landscape and 
economic services.

Planning officers from Hambleton 
District Council recommended the 
scheme for approval which forms a 
natural infill of the existing caravan 
park.

The site comprises approximately 
6.3ha of unallocated land outside of 
development limits, within the open 
countryside. To the north of the site 
lies the original Goosewood Holiday 
Park serving 100 touring caravans and 
containing the Park’s leisure complex 
and amenity facilities. The site is 
surrounded by agricultural fields.

Chris Calvert, Executive Director at 
Pegasus Group’s Leeds office, said: 
“This is good news for Goosewood 
Holiday Park, which will now be able 
to accommodate 135 holiday homes 
and continue to grow the business.

“Our client, Flower of May Holiday 
Parks Ltd, are delighted and look 
forward to providing an improved 
holiday park for future guests.”

In a detailed planning statement, 
Pegasus Group said that the 
additional holiday homes would 
provide substantial economic benefits 
through the provision of much needed 
tourist accommodation which in turn 
would benefit the local economy, 
employment and boost visit spend 
significantly in the area.

Cycling Club Donation
Cyclists have donated cash to a 

scheme which is helping people 
self-isolating during the coronavirus 
pandemic.

Thirsk Tootlers Cycling Club, which 
has more than 60 members, has sent 
a cheque for £300 to the town’s 
Community Works.

The community organization is one 
of 23 support groups working with 
North Yorkshire County Council to do 
shopping, provide meals on wheels, 
deliver food parcels and prescriptions, 
and care for pets for people who don’t 
have anyone they can call on for help.

David Bradley, chair of the Tootlers, 
said: “We had a small reserve of £300, 

which the members unanimously 
agreed to release in support of Thirsk 
Community Works.”

Treasurer Richard Culmer added: 
“As a local club, we wanted to help 
those in the Thirsk area who are less 
fortunate, at what is a time of hardship 
for many.”

Community Works also helps people 
over 70, pregnant women, those with 
a long-term condition or a weakened 
immune system, and people waiting 
for benefit claims to be processed.

Abigail Homer, CEO of Community 
Works in Thirsk, paid tribute to the 
small team of volunteers who support 
more than 200 people per week in 

the town.
“Even though we have had to 

change the way we work, we are still 
providing accurate information, advice 
and guidance,” she said.

She added the organization had 
shopped for almost 50 people, and 
delivered 20 food parcels, more than 
50 meals on wheels and over 100 
packed lunches - in a week. They have 
also posted information to people and 
made telephone calls.

Pictured – Thirsk Tootlers Cycling 
Club near Bedale, on one of their 
weekly rides.

NORTHALLERTON TOWN CENTRE WORK RESTARTS
Work on a major improvement 

scheme for Northallerton town centre 
has re-started – with contractors 
working to strict social distancing 
guidelines.

The Zetland Street work was brought 
to a stop last month at the start of the 
coronavirus lockdown.    But with new 
working methods in place it is now 
considered safe for work to continue.

The work involves widening 
the footways and narrowing the 
carriageway to single vehicle width, 
with loading, taxi and parking bays. 
The footpaths will be paved in York 
stone and trees will be planted on the 
northern side of the footpath. 

A spokesman for contractor, 
PBS, said: “We are working within 
government guidelines and intend to 

make good use of businesses being 
closed thereby causing minimum 
disruption to them. This scheme will 
have a positive impact on the High 
Street when it reopens.”

Improvements are also being 
made to two ginnels, New Row and 
Central Arcade. To make them more 
inviting, the ginnels will be surfaced 
in York stone and the boundary walls 
enhanced. Footways on Elder Road 
will be extended.   Work on the Central 
Arcade has also restarted.

The improvements support 
the Treadmills retail and leisure 
development on the former prison 
site, upgrading vital links between 
the High Street and East Road, the 
main shopping area and the new 
development.

Launch of new York & North Yorkshire  
Growth Hub COVID-19 service

A new service has been launched 
to help those who have been made 
unemployed as a result of the 
Coronavirus outbreak in the York & 
North Yorkshire region to get back into 
employment, whilst also supporting 
key regional employers with the 
challenges they face where staffing is 
concerned due to the pandemic.

York & North Yorkshire Jobs Fuse, 
brings the expertise of the National 
Careers Service, the Department for 
Work and Pensions and the York & 
North Yorkshire Growth Hub together 
to provide a ‘one stop shop’ for both 
job seekers and local employers.

This service will connect employers 
who have urgent vacancies with 
suitable candidates across the region 
available for an immediate start. 
Employers making redundancies 
will be able to secure support for 
their employees, labour market 
intelligence and information on 
suitable opportunities in the region. 
A dedicated helpline is available for 
employers to ensure that they receive 
a timely and efficient service.

York & North Yorkshire Jobs Fuse 
aims to support individuals who have 
lost their jobs or whose employment 
has been affected during the crisis 
through its dedicated telephone 
enquiry service – which offers free, 
impartial and professional advice – 
including practical aspects such as 
CV writing and advice on exploring 
funding for training.

Sam Alexander, Chair of the LEP 
Skills Board, said, “We’re delighted 
to announce the launch of York & 
North Yorkshire Jobs Fuse, a fabulous 
example of partnership-working to 
find creative solutions to new and 
unprecedented challenges for people 
and businesses in our area. We know 
that many of our business leaders 
are having to make really difficult 
decisions regarding their companies 
and people and many people are 
worried about their jobs and income. 

York & North Yorkshire Jobs Fuse will 
play a vital role in connecting workers 
with valuable skills and experience 
to new opportunities, allowing much 
smoother transitions between jobs 
and ensuring essential vacancies can 
be filled quickly. It’s a great example 
of how effective partnership working 
and joining up of services can lead to 
impactful investment in our people, 
businesses and communities.”

Jo Corney, Service Leader, 
Department for Work and Pensions 
added, “We are very pleased to see 
how York & North Yorkshire partners 
have worked together to support the 
work of our Jobcentre Plus colleagues 
who are incredibly busy, but working 
hard to ensure that everyone gets the 
support they need at this challenging 
time.”  

Kathleen Shields, Area Manager for 
Education Development Trust, Prime 
contractor for the National Careers 
Service in Yorkshire and the Humber 
said: “We face hugely uncertain 
economic times and in response to 
this we are delighted to be coming 
together with DWP and the York & 
North Yorkshire LEP to form York & 
North Yorkshire Jobs Fuse.

“The National Careers Service is 
uniquely positioned to be able to 
provide free and impartial careers 
and employment advice and guidance 
to residents and employers across 
the York & North Yorkshire area, all 
delivered by our team of professional 
careers advisers.”  

This service will be promoted online 
through the York & North Yorkshire 
Growth Hub website  and social media 
channels, including the Growth Hub’s 
Facebook Group which at a grassroots 
level, is promoting the sharing of jobs 
and skills amongst our communities. 

We hope that our many partners 
will get behind this initiative so that 
it reaches those employers and 
individuals who can benefit the most.

ONS Crime Figures
Commenting on this week's figures 

from the Office for National Statistics 
on ‘Crime in England and Wales : 
year ending December 2019’, Julia 
Mulligan, North Yorkshire Police, Fire 
and Crime Commissioner, said:

“Clearly, a huge amount has 
changed since the period these 
figures cover but I am pleased that 
North Yorkshire continues to be the 
safest place in England and Wales.

“The snapshot does though show 
an increase in crime during the three 
months to December, compared to the 
year before, and when there are more 
offences there are always questions 
to be asked.

“Part of the increase is due to better 
recording of offences, and that’s 
important to ensure we know the 
challenges we face. But any increase 
is a concern, and I am particularly 
worried by the rise in violent crime 
and robbery – offences which cause 
huge concern in our communities.

“I will continue to work with the 
Chief Constable to ensure her plans 
address the challenges these figures 
show, but also reflect the situation we 
face today - dealing with a national 
emergency which has changed the 
world in a way we could not have 
imagined just months ago.”
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Greetings from Sweden 
During these challenging times it 

is tough to be so far away from my 
family in Yorkshire. I am born and 
bred in North Yorkshire (Easingwold, 

Stillington, Yearsley) but since 1992 I 
have been living in Sweden in a small 
village 100 km (60 miles) east of 
Gothenburg. It is very frustrating not 
knowing when we will next be able 
to meet and that we will not be able 
to celebrate my mum’s 80th birthday 

in May. 
Many of my relatives have seen 

reports of how Sweden is dealing 
with the Covid-19 crisis on the news 
as, unlike many countries in the 

world, here there is no compulsory 
lock down. However, I cannot say 
that life is carrying on as normal. 
Life has changed drastically, and the 
economy is severely affected. The 
main difference in Sweden is that 
the government expects us to take 

responsibility and to act accordingly to 
stop the spread of the virus, without 
imposing too many regulations. They 
put the responsibility onto the people 
and also rely heavily on Public Health 
agencies recommendations of how to 
best deal with the virus. 

Gatherings of more than 50 people 
are banned, you may not visit elderly 
relatives in old people’s homes, sixth 
form colleges and universities are 
closed and you are only allowed 
to sit at tables in a restaurant not 
at the bar.  All other measures are 
recommendations and generally 
Swedish people are following them. 
If you are unwell or elderly you should 
stay at home, whenever possible work 
from home and do not travel unless 
it is absolutely necessary. Wash your 
hands a lot and keep a distance 
from other people in public. Day 
care centres, primary and secondary 
schools are open as are all the shops, 
restaurants, gyms and hairdressers.

How is this possible when other 
countries have imposed lockdowns? 
Firstly, over 50% of Swedish 
households consist of one person 
and so even before this crisis there 

was social distancing. Secondly, the 
business culture in Sweden has for 
many years allowed people to work 
from home in certain sectors and the 
country is very high-tech so people are 
used to working and socializing online. 
Thirdly, opinion polls have shown that 
Swedish people have a lot of trust for 
government authorities and feel they 
must follow recommendations. 

As a result of this willingness to 
comply with the recommendations 
many small businesses especially 
in the service sector have seen a 
drastic decrease in business and daily 
there are reports of bankruptcies and 
redundancies. Other companies have 
furloughed their staff. There are fewer 
customers in the shops. However, 
this crisis has also forced us to think 
outside the box and find new ways 
of doing things. For example, local 
authorities have sent food coupons to 
students, instead of school lunches 
to buy lunch in their local cafés and 
restaurants to keep those businesses 
going. Cinemas have closed so in 
Gothenburg they have started a drive-
in cinema. It has also resulted in 
many acts of kindness with people 
volunteering to help each other when 
in need and bringing communities 
together. At my husband’s school they 
are making the frames for masks on 
their 3-D printers to give to health 
care workers.

No-one has the key for what is 

the best way to deal with COVID-
19. Only time will tell. When you 
look at the statistics of deaths in 
Sweden compared to Denmark 
and Norway, where they have had 
lockdown restrictions, Sweden has the 
highest number. There are even some 
scientists in Sweden questioning how 
the authorities are acting and that there 
should be more drastic measures. 
Now summer is approaching and 
there are more pictures of people 
gathering and socializing together. 
Yesterday the Prime minister had a 
press conference to remind us all of 
how serious the virus is and if people 
do not act responsibly, they will be 
forced to impose restrictions.

Sarah Kristoffersen (née Smith)

Drive in Cinema at Gothenburg

North Yorkshire remains the safest place in  
the country despite rise in recorded crime

North Yorkshire remains the lowest 
crime area in England and Wales 
despite a 9% rise in recorded offences.

This was confirmed in the Office 
of National Statistics’ (ONS) “Crime 
in England and Wales: year ending 
December 2019” bulletin, published 
today (Thursday 23 April 2020).

It shows there were 47,929 crimes in 
North Yorkshire during the 12-month 
period, giving a crime rate of 58.1 per 
1,000 of the population which is the 
lowest nationally, and is significantly 
lower than the average of 89 per 
1,000 across England and Wales.

Broken down into the main crime 
categories, the ONS figures for North 
Yorkshire show:

• Bicycle theft has decreased by 9% 
(1,072 in total)

• Vehicle offences has decreased by 
7% (2,287 in total)

• Criminal damage and arson has 
decreased by 3% (5,832 in total)

• Violence against the person has 
increased 22% (16,794in total) broken 
down into:

 Homicide remains unchanged (6 
in total)

 Violence with injury has increased 
14% (6,258in total)

 Violence without injury has 
increased 22% (6,702 in total)

 Stalking and harassment has 
increased 39% (3,811 in total)

 Death or serious injury – unlawful 
driving remains unchanged (17 in 
total)

• Sexual offences have increased by 

6% (1,988 in total)
• Robbery has increased by 13% 

(242 in total)
• Theft offences remain unchanged 

(17,066 in total) broken down into:
 Burglary has increased by 3% 

(3,925 in total, of which 2,453 are 
recorded as residential burglaries and 
1,472 are recorded as non-residential 
burglaries).

 Theft from the person remains 
unchanged (477in total)

 Shoplifting has increased by 4% 
(4,642 in total)

 All other theft offences remain 
unchanged (4,663 in total)

• Drug offences have increased by 
6% (1,662in total)

• Possession of weapons offences 
has increased by 3% (320  in total)

• Public order offences have 
increased by 36% (3,009 in total)

• Miscellaneous crimes against 
society have increased by 25% (1,016  
in total)

• Chief Constable Lisa Winward, 
North Yorkshire Police said:

“These figures show that North 
Yorkshire Police continues to be the 
safest place in the country per 1,000 
of the population, despite the snapshot 
showing a 9% rise in recorded 
offences in comparison to the same 
period the year before.

“Even with our national position, 
we are not complacent, and a top 
priority for the force is ensuring 
victims continue to feel confident 
about reporting offences to us. As part 
of this, our piece of work to improve 

how we record crime, and also detect 
and investigate offences is ongoing as 
this naturally influences the county’s 
crime levels.

“Maintaining our position as the 
safest place in the country is testament 
not only to the professionalism and 
dedication of the teams of people from 
North Yorkshire Police and our local 
authority and community partners, but 
also our communities who provide so 
much support to their local policing 
teams.

“There is no doubt that our collective 
strength, passion and pride we have 
for our area is a key factor in this 
high level of performance and my 
thanks go to each and every officer, 
staff member, volunteer and partner 
whose role is vital in helping us protect 
people. We are very proud to serve 
North Yorkshire and will continue to 
do everything in our power to keep our 
communities safe and secure.”

 
 

Well here at the Easingwold Advertiser & 
Thirsk Weekly News, we have our very 
own little people who like to hide in the 
newspaper. They can be very tricky to find, 
as they are very small and they like to jump 
from page to page and get into all kinds of 
mischief!

Every week, either Tommy or Tracey will be 
hiding somewhere in the newspaper – if you 
can find one of them you could win a prize!

Just take a picture or cut them out, and 
send to us with your name, age, address and 
contact number and each week there will be 
one lucky winner.

Email to: claire@ghsmith.com or post to:  
The Advertiser Office, Market Place, Easingwold, York YO61 3AB

T&C apply: No cash alternative. Winner’s photo must appear in the 
newspaper, only one entry per person, per week.

news@easingwoldadvertiser.com 
news@thirskweeklynews.com

01347 821329
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Appeal following rural burglary in Haxby  
where grey pick-up truck was stolen

North Yorkshire Police is appealing 
for witnesses and information about a 
rural burglary that occurred in Haxby, 
York.

Appeal following rural burglary in 
Haxby where grey pick-up truck was 
stolen.

It happened at Crompton Farm on 
York Road between approximately 
9.30pm on 22 April 2020 and 5.10am 
on Thursday 23 April when a grey 
Mitsubishi L200 pick-up truck was 
stolen from the farm and driven 

through fields in the surrounding 
area causing substantial damage to 
farming equipment, fields and fencing.

The vehicle was later recovered 
on Strensall Road by the A1237 
roundabout.

We are requesting the public’s 
assistance to help establish the 
full circumstances surrounding the 
incident.

In particular, we are appealing for 
information from anyone who saw 
the vehicle being driven during those 

hours or saw anyone leaving the 
vehicle on Strensall Road.

Anyone with information that could 
assist the investigation should contact 
North Yorkshire Police on 101, select 
option 2, and ask for Joseph Danson. 
You can also email joseph.danson@
northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk

If you wish to remain anonymous, you 
can pass information to Crimestoppers 
on 0800 555 111.

Please quote the North Yorkshire 
Police reference number 
12200067486.

Hospital research helps the battle against Covid 19
Local hospitals are helping provide 

vital information to support national 
Covid 19 research studies that are 
currently underway across the UK.

The studies cover everything from 
collecting DNA samples for research 
into finding the genes that make 
people more susceptible to Covid 19, 
to studying the records of patients 
for vital information that will help 
understand the disease.

Lydia Harris, Head of Research 
and Development at York Teaching 
Hospital NHS Foundation Trust, said: 
“Our staff are doing incredible work to 
support the Covid 19 research studies 
and have recruited over 100 patients 
so far.

“The RECOVERY trail is a drug trial 
where consented Covid 19 confirmed 
patients will be randomly allocated 
between several treatment arms, 
allowing us to compare different 
treatments to each other to help us 
identify the best way to treat Covid 
19 patients.

“Our staff are also supporting the 
GENOMICC study which is of vital 
importance in helping us find the 
genes that cause susceptibility, which 

may help to prioritize treatments to 
respond to the global crisis.

“Another study is reviewing the 
records of patients who come in 
to the Emergency Department with 
respiratory illness to see if we can 
identify ways of predicting which 
patients with suspected respiratory 
infection are at risk of developing 
severe illness in the future.

“Our research nurses are collecting 
information daily from routine 
clinical records of Covid 19 patients 

for another research study to help 
better understand diseases processes 
and risk factors for severe illness so 
treatments can be developed. This 
involves collecting information on 
signs and symptoms, medications, 
and the results of any blood test 
and laboratory results that have been 
ordered in the hospital.

“We’re really proud to be contributing 
to so many different studies for Covid 
19 and we expect to be supporting 
even more in the next few weeks.”

Online support for York and  
North Yorkshire businesses

A website has been launched 
offering free business advice and 
support. 

The new website for the York & 
North Yorkshire Growth Hub provides 
impartial guidance for businesses 
of all sizes, including advice on the 
Coronavirus crisis.

Andrew Raby, York & North Yorkshire 
Growth Hub Manager, said: “Whether 
your business is starting, growing 
or scaling, we can help. We enable 
businesses of every size and sector 
to access what they need to drive 
success and manage growth. The 
new website is also a gateway to our 
bespoke business mentoring which, 
like all of our services, is both free 
and independent of all commercial 

interests.
“During the Coronavirus crisis, we 

are keeping businesses up to date 
with the latest advice and support. 
We remain open and active – through 
telephone and digital support.”

The York & North Yorkshire Growth 
Hub has recently rebranded, having 
previously been known as ‘How’s 
Business’. One of 38 growth hubs in 
England, it’s funded by government 
and coordinated by the York & North 
Yorkshire Local Enterprise Partnership. 

Businesses can access support 
online, over the phone, via email and 
on a one-to-one basis with a growth 
manager. For more, visit the new 
website at: www.ynygrowthhub.com

Shocking that some retailers fail to  
stock British beef during Great British Beef Week
It is inexcusable to see some of the 

country’s biggest retailers failing to 
honour their commitment to sourcing 
British beef, especially at a time when 
British prime cuts are in plentiful 
supply and in desperate need of a 
market, the NFU said today.

There are reports that prime beef 
stocks in some retailers, such as 
Sainsbury’s, ASDA and Tesco, are 
being dominated by Irish products 
and it comes on St George’s Day, a 
day of patriotic celebration and which 
also marks the start of Great British 
Beef Week.

NFU President Minette Batters said: 
“The sudden closure of restaurants 
due to coronavirus and the wider 
impact on the food service sector has 
meant prime cuts of British beef are 
being held in storage with nowhere 
to go. As these cuts are the highest 

quality and most valuable, farmers 
depend on these being sold.

“At a time when retailers should 
be supporting British farmers more 
than ever and promoting these quality 
cuts of British beef, it is indefensible 
that customers who want to support 
British farmers by buying British food 
are only finding Irish cuts on shelves 
in some stores.

“Sainsbury’s has a policy that it will 
source 75% British beef. There is no 
reason whatsoever that this sourcing 
policy should not be demonstrated in 
all their stores.

“This week is about celebrating and 
promoting the incredible beef we have 
here in Britain. This is not what we 
are seeing from some of our retailers 
and both farmers and the public are 
demanding to know why.”

Byland Abbey 2020
Byland Abbey looking splendid in the Spring Sunshine at the start of this week, perhaps one for next year's calendar 
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What’s this?
This is the QR code 
for The Easingwold 
Advertiser. Scan the QR 
code and it will take you 
to The Easingwold Advertiser website.

I have been running most days for 
around 50 years, both to keep fit and 
to compete in races.

I joined T&SH in 1997 after moving 
from my home town of Manchester, 
which is where my father settled as 
a WWII veteran after fighting in the 
Polish Tank Regiment, alongside the 
British Army in war torn Italy.  

During my junior school years I found 
a passion for running and discovered 
I was a good sprinter after wining 
a school sports day race. Later, at 
senior school my PE teacher put up 
some hurdles for all the kids to jump 
over, and when I had a go I found that 
I glided over them with ease, and this 
started my 15 year obsession with 
track athletics and in particular sprint 
hurdling.  At school I was entered into 
the Greater Manchester Track & Field 
Championships for the sprint hurdles 
which I won & also to my amazement 
I broke the existing track record for 
the event.  My PE teacher immediately 
introduced me to the local track & field 
club 'Sale Harriers Manchester', which 
I joined and started training with their 
sprint squad. From this point there 
was no going back, I was 'hooked' on 
athletics and at the age of 14 I was 
training alongside national standard 
athletes. After a few years of sprint 
& hurdles coaching and also with a 
bit of grit & determination I made the 
first team for Sale Harriers and was 
soon competing in the British Athletics 
League (Division 1), alongside Daley 
Thompson & other British international 
athletes, together with other fortunate 
'mortals' like myself !

My more memorable successes in 
110 metre sprint hurdles event were 
County Champion for Lancashire & a 
couple of other counties (during my 
university years), coming in the top 
3 in the Northern Championships a 
couple of times, and being University 
Champion for 3 consecutive years.

After 15 or so years, all this 
competing over the high hurdles was 
taking its toll on my legs and I decided 
to change events, going for the 400 
m Hurdles, where the height of the 

hurdles is a less punishing 3 ft rather 
than 3ft 6 inches for the 110 m 
sprint hurdles. Whilst competing in my 
new track event I met a competitive 
couple named Paul & Sarah Goacher 
who lived in Thirsk, Paul was an 
international 400 m hurdler & Sarah 
was national standard sprint hurdler, 
and I eventually joined their track 
training  squad at Becketts Park in 
Leeds, which also included away 
weekends running up & down the 
White Horse steps at Kilburn in 
beautiful North Yorkshire.  As a result 
of this friendship & the introduction to 
scenic North Yorkshire, I took a leap of 
faith and moved from traffic clogged 
Manchester settling in Thirsk, and of 
course I had to join 'Thirsk & Sowerby 
Harriers' to start running with the 100 
plus club runners all coached by the 
ever enthusiastic Rob Burn.

So, whether you want to run just to 
keep fit or to try and beat the likes of 
Rob Burn in a 10 k race, all you need is 
to do is pull on a pair of training shoes 
and go for a run, and who knows what 
life path this will take you on !

Tel: 01347 821329 
Fax: 01347 822576

Email: 
sales@easingwoldadvertiser.com

YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENT

1347 821329
01347 822576

£12.00£12 00

in this space 
from as little as

Send them to The Easingwold Advertiser, 
Advertiser Office, Market Place, 
Easingwold, York YO61 3AB or Email them 
to: news@easingwoldadvertiser.com or 
news@thirskweeklynews.com

PHOTOGRAPHS
OF EASINGWOLD 
AND THIRSK
Have you any photographs from 
the last 50 years that might be of 
interest and bring back memories 
to readers in Easingwold and 
Thirsk areas?

Suitable captions and names of 
those pictured would be 
appreciated. 

These will be 
printed when 
space allows, 
and returned after publication.

OBITUARIES

WELBURN, Mary
Peacefully, on April 2nd, 2020, aged 
96. Much loved aunt of Christine 
and beloved great aunt of Emma. 
Sister of the late twins Freda and 
Frank. Private cremation followed 
by a celebration of her life when 
circumstances permit. Enquiries: 
jrsmith.westow@gmail.com

HODGSON, Doris
Passed away peacefully on April 
11th at Sowerby House care home 
(formally of Crayke), a loving mum, 
grandma and great grandma. A 
private funeral service to be held at 
Crayke.

Suppliers of: 
 Heating Oil 

 AGA Additives 

 Boiler Additives 

Run Out of Fuel! 
Don’t Worry 

20 Litre Drums of Heating Oil 
Available to Collect  

HG5 0RB 

01423 396789 
www.yorkshireoils.co.uk 

andrew@yorkshireoils.co.uk 

GALTREY, Pamela Ann
Passed away peacefully in  
St. Monica's Hospital, Easingwold 
on April 19th, aged 75, after a short 
illness bravely borne. Dearly loved 
daughter  of the late George and 
Mary Galtrey, formerly of Shipton 
by Beningbrough. Pam was much 
loved and will be sadly missed by 
her family and many friends. A 
private service will be held at York 
Crematorium.
Enquiries please to Chapman Medd 
Funeral Directors, Easingwold. 
Tel. 01347 821370

HASTIE, James Alfred 
of Easingwold
‘Jim’ peacefully promoted to 
glory on Friday 17th April 2020. 
Devoted husband to Kim, loving 
stepfather, father and grandfather 
to Darren, Ann-Marie, David, Scott, 
Lucy, Ellie, Katie, Alex, Isla and 
Sam. Born to the late Jack & Kit 
Hastie, 2nd August 1939 in Shorne, 
Kent. Radio Amateur (G4IRV), sea 
fisherman, photographer, bon viveur 
and avid bridge player who quite 
often condescended to compete in 
family triominoes! He is no doubt 
attempting to make 7 No Trumps at 
the celestial Bridge Club at this very 
moment.  Funeral will take place at 
York Crematorium on Wednesday 6th 
May (sadly by invitation only in these 
strange times!). The family anticipate 
holding a celebration event for Jim’s 
life at a later date. Donations in 
lieu of flowers to the British Heart 
Foundation c/o J G Fielder & Sons.
All enquiries please to J G Fielder 
and Son, Chapel Street, Easingwold 
01347 666505.

Minty, Ron
Beloved husband of Jill, much 
loved Daddy to Vicky and Alex, dear 
Grandpa (Papa) to Michael, Cristina 
and Sarah and friend to many.  Died 
suddenly on Easter Saturday.  He is 
so much missed but is now at peace 
after years of ill health.  Prayers will 
be said for Ron on Monday 27th April 
at 11am and we will celebrate his life 
later in the year.  God Bless my love.
All enquiries please to JG Fielder 
and Son, Chapel Street, Easingwold 
01347 666505.

SANDERSON, Mary
On April 4th peacefully in  
St. Monica's Hospital, Easingwold 
aged 82. Loved Wife of the late 
Les, much loved sister of Derek and 
Pam, dearly loved mum of Brigitte, 
Graham, Steven, Kate, Martin and 
Sarah. Much loved Grandma of  
Donna, Claire, Amy, Natalie, Miles, 
Ellie, Jade, Jake, Jake, James, 
Tom, Toby, Sam, Holly and Hannah 
and Great Grandma of Mia, Jack, 
Oliver, Edie, Chloe, Sophia, Connor 
and Daisy. Cremation service will 
be private, donations received in 
memory of Mary will be for Friends of  
St. Monica's Hospital, Easingwold.
Enquiries please to Chapman Medd 
Funeral Directors, Easingwold. 
Tel. 01347 821370.

DAVIES, Trevor
(late of Easingwold)

On April 2nd, peacefully in Vida 
Grange Nursing Home, Harrogate 
aged 90. Beloved husband of the 
late Shirley and dearly loved dad 
of Judith, Gillian and Susan, father 
in law of Gareth, Martin and John.  
Much loved Grandad of Jonathan, 
Sara and David, Michael and 
Jennifer and Sandy, Matthew, Jamie 
and David, and great-grandad of 
Georgie. Private cremation at York 
Crematorium. Enquiries please to 
Chapman Medd Funeral Directors, 
Easingwold. Tel. 01347 821370.

HORNE, Catherine 
Laura 'Cath'
passed away peacefully in 
Meadowbeck Care Home, Osbaldwick 
on 14th April 2020 aged 97 years.
Beloved wife of the late Jim, 
treasured Mum of Jean, John and 
Peter and much love Gran of Laura, 
Alice, Chris and Joe. A private family 
service will take place on 30th April. 
A Memorial service is being planned 
for later in the year. Family flowers 
only. Enquiries to Chapman Medd 
Funeral Directors, Easingwold.  
Tel: 01347 821370.

Coronavirus
Pandemic

Please note that due to the Covid-19 virus our 
staff are working from home.

 You can still contact us during working hours 
using the normal telephone numbers: 01347 

822875 or 01347 822598 for the Car Scheme or 
by email at:  

info@edcca.org.uk

We are co-ordinating volunteers to assist people 
in Easingwold and the surrounding villages who 

are self-isolating or in need of help with shopping 
and collecting prescriptions. Please let us know if 

you are willing to volunteer or need help.

Thank you

Day Centre and Woven Branches is currently 
closed and all minibus outings have been 

cancelled until further notice due to the Covid-
19 virus.

Meals on Wheels
Due to the Covid- 19 pandemic Easingwold 
District Community Care  Association has 

extended this service to 5 days a week  - Monday 
to Friday.

The meals service supplies a freshly cooked, 
nutritious, hot two course meal, delivered by 
a team of friendly volunteers. This service is 
currently offered in a number of local areas. 

Please contact Helen Beck on 07541 356046 or 
email: helen.beck@edcca.org.uk

The daily cost is £6.80 with free delivery. 
Payment will be by invoice.

Thirsk Clock and Thirsk 
Community Care  

(now known jointly as 
Thirsk Community Works) 

Thirsk 
Community 

Care &  
Thirsk Clock

For more information, 
 including volunteering 

opportunities, you can visit  
thirskcommunitycare.org.uk 

or thirskclock.com
Church Hall, St James 

Green, Thirsk, YO7 1AQ
Tel: 01845 524 494  E-mail: 

info@theclock.org
Thank you for your 
ongoing support.

HAMBLETON DISTRICT COUNCIL 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Notice is hereby given that Hambleton 
District Council has received the following:

LISTED BUILDING CONSENT IN A 
CONSERVATION AREA
Old Vicarage, Market Place, Easingwold 
(20/00732/LBC)
Listed Building Consent for the creation 
of new openings (windows and doors), 
construction of a porch & internal 
and landscaping works
St Peters Church, Bridge Street To Lych 
Gate, Brafferton (20/00585/LBC)
Listed Building Consent for replacement roof.
2 Croft House Mews Front Street 
Sowerby (20/00711/LBC)
Listed Building Consent for replacement 
windows and doors/frames to existing cottage 
affecting the setting of a listed building
The applications may be viewed by logging 
onto our website www.hambleton.gov.uk. 
Access is also available at your local library 
or at any of our offices.
Any representations about these applications 
should be made in writing to Development 
Management, Hambleton District Council, 
Civic Centre, Stonecross, Rotary Way, 
Northallerton DL6 2UU by 18 May 2020. 
Please note that any representations 
received will be published on our web site.
Dated 25 April 2020
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Thirsk and Sowerby Harriers
One of the club stalwarts, Stephan 

Tomaszewski, is "the one you've got 
to beat", especially if you are a young 
new member to the club.  Stephan 
trains hard and works hard, and is 
usually first or second club finisher 
in any races he enters.  When age 
adjusting is taken into account, there 
is no competition, which is why, for the 
last several years, Steph has won the 
Men's Club Championship. His long 
legs have helped him to cover hurdles 
in his younger days, and give him long 
strides in longer distances.  For all his 

success, he always has time for every 
club member, regardless of age or 
speed, but he doesn't like anyone to 
get ahead of him!

I will let Stephan continue in his own 
words :-

In these worrying times of the 
corona virous it is something of a 
relief to pull on some training shoes & 
go for a run around your local area - all 
as recommended by Boris Johnson as 
part of our daily exercise regime.

As a senior member of T&S Harriers 
(Thirsk & districts local running club), 

Stephan near the end of the tough Captain 
Cook's Fell Race on New Year's Day


